
 

 
 

 
 
Welcome to Ladybird Class 
 
I am Miss Saines your new class teacher. I am really looking forward to a wonderful year with the 
children in Ladybird Class as well as working closely with you to support your child’s learning.   
 
We hope that the children will have a fantastic year of learning and fun. The children are already 
settling into their new routines, and they are beginning to get to know their new classroom well. 
If you do have any concerns or questions, however small they may seem, please do not hesitate 
to arrange a time to talk to me after the school day.  
 
Class Dojo 
Hopefully by now you will have all received an invitation to join our class dojo, if you haven’t, 
please do ask me! You will need to make sure you are checking class dojo regularly as we will be 
setting homework via dojo and sending out the spellings for the week. This will also be used for 
remote learning should a local lockdown occur. Please only use Class Dojo for home learning 
purposes. All other communications, however small, should be directed via email to the school 
office and messages will be passed on to me. 
 
P.E. and Water bottles.                                              
The children will be doing P.E. twice a week. Their PE days are Mondays and Tuesdays. The 
children will need to have their full P.E. kit in school on these days. It is best the PE kit is kept at 
school during term time so that if these days are changed for any reason, your child can still take 
part in PE. We are lucky enough to have some professional trainers in this year who will be 
teaching the children during a Tuesday afternoon PE lesson. We will do as much P.E as possible 
outside until the weather deteriorates so they will also need suitable footwear. We feel trainers 
are preferable as they support the foot and provide better grip than plimsolls.  Please also 
remember water bottles each day. We will be storing them in class by the sink so that the 
children can have easy access to them.  These should be taken home at the end of each day for 
the water to be refreshed.   
 
Homework                                               
The children are usually set a piece of homework each week. The routine will start this week. It 
will often be related to our learning in English and Maths but may sometimes be a Science, 
History or Geography activity.  We appreciate that many children have busy weekends and so 
ask for homework set on Friday to be handed in by the following Thursday. The homework will 
be set on Class Dojo. We do study a set of words and spelling patterns each week which are 
linked to the spelling appendix in the national curriculum. A copy of these will also be given out.  
 
 
Reading Books 
We will help your child select a new reading book as necessary when they arrive in the morning. 
The books are outside the room, and they are sorted into colour bands for ease of use. It is 



 

essential that the children select only from their band. If you have any questions about your 
child’s reading progress, please do arrange to speak to me straight away.  
The children will complete weekly reading tasks with me. I will stamp their reading journal books 
to show that this has happened. This will always involve some reading to the teacher. It will also 
involve activities designed to extend their understanding of what they have read and to develop 
strategies to help them use increasingly more challenging texts.  
 
It is essential that the children have their books in school every day. As opportunities in the 
timetable arise, we will also be doing some individual reading activities. Please aim to read daily 
with your child, even if it is just a few pages. 
 
Remember: talking about what they have read is equally important and a couple of questions at 
the end of each session about what they have read, and the illustrations will help them to keep 
thinking about the meaning of the text. They do not need to complete an entire book each time 
and I would love to hear about any other reading achievements made by your child. This may 
include reading a poster or comic or making a fantastic comment what they have read and 
understood.  
 
Library                                                                 
We also hope to establish a regular library day for borrowing books. The children love the 
opportunity to choose new texts. Last year we had a parent who ran the library for us. If 
anybody feels they might be able to take on this job, please let us know.  As you know we 
welcome all offers of help in the classroom and feel it is very beneficial to all the children.  
Please let us know if you would like to help in any way and we will make sure we can make the 
necessary covid friendly arrangements. 
 
End of the School Day 
At the end of the school day I will line the children up by the gate. I will ask children at the front 
of the line to wave to their parent or carer. Please wave back to acknowledge that you have seen 
them and that you are ready to greet them.  If you have made an arrangement for someone else 
to pick your child up, please let us know by emailing or phoning the school office. 
 
I hope all this information is helpful and I am very much looking forward to teaching the children 
this year. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Amy Saines 
 


