
Dear Parents and Carers, 

I really can’t believe it is December already next week. How fast the time is going! In preparation for the 
wealth of activities that will be happening in the coming month, the children have been extremely busy  
thinking about the significance of Advent, planning and preparing for the Dragonflies teatime and rehearsing 
furiously for the upcoming Christmas performances. It’s exhausting just thinking about it. 

Yesterday to prepare us for the coming of Advent, we had a special ‘Pause Day’. This is a wonderful time 
where the children literally pause and reflect on the special time in the Christian calendar. They participated in 
lots of exciting and creative activities throughout the day. For many, Advent symbolises the opening of  
chocolate calendars (or many other weird and wonderful calendars) to mark the occasion, but it is lovely for 
the children to have the time to stop and think about its origins and true meaning as well. 

PAUSE DAY: ADVENT  

The day started with the whole school coming together to hear about the  
meaning of Advent and talk about what we would be doing in school to explore 
the idea further. The children then set about looking more closely at Advent in 
their classes and doing lots of hands-on activities. Reverend James Ashton came in 
to lead a special Collective Worship in the afternoon after the children had shown 
their beautiful creations to each other. (Stained glass windows; Christmas and 
Jesse trees; as well as Advent Wreaths). He surprised the children with a huge 
advent calendar and explained further how we ‘wait’ patiently for the coming of 
Jesus and bring ‘gifts’ for the new-born King, or, as today, give gifts to others. It 
was lovely to see the children so engaged and enthusiastic. 

 

DIARY DATES 

HEADTEACHER’S  WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you… plans to give you hope and a future” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

 

God of hope 

be with us in our Advent journey 

to the stable and beyond, 

be with us in our meeting 

and in our travelling together, 

be with us in our worship 

and our praying together, 

be with us in our Advent journey 

to the stable and beyond, 

our God of hope. 

Mon 29 Nov NEW 2.30pm Dragonflies Friendship Teas & Tandridge Teatime in Village Hall—All welcome 
Wed 1 Dec Open Morning for Prospective Parents Sept 2022 Entry 
Thurs 2 Dec Flu Nasal Spray—please ensure you have completed the online form for consent/no consent 

Fri 3 Dec FOSP Reindeer Run 
  7.30pm FOSP Wreath Making (see Friends email for details) 

Thurs 9 Dec School Christmas Lunch 

ISSUE NO. 11 :   26 Nov 2021 

LETTERS HOME and HOMEWORK  
 
WHOLE SCHOOL 
After School Clubs Spring Term via email 
Pied Piper Theatre Visit Letter 

 
BUSY BEES 
Homework : Practice all the sounds we have learned so 
far. See sheets in book bags for details. 
 

LADYBIRDS 
Homework : Positional language worksheet.  

 
DRAGONFLIES 

Homework : Partitioning to create number sentences  
            and continue to practise your lines and 
            songs for our Christmas Play. 
 

 

 
 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, TANDRIDGE 
 

Sunday 28 November 
11am  Family Communion 
6.30pm  Advent Carol Service 
 

Thursday 2 December 
2pm  Toddler Praise 
 

Things to pray for and about:  
• For peace and compassion to be known throughout the world.  
• For our churches as we continue to prepare for the coming weeks   
   and months  
• For our health services, and all those who work in hospitals  
 

Looking Ahead: 
St Peter’s Advent Carol Service – 6.30pm Sunday 28 November  

Christingle Service—11am Sunday 12 December 

Tandridge Community Carol Singing—Thursday 16 December 

Nine Lessons & Carol Service—11am Sunday 19 December 

St Peter’s Nativity Service—5.30pm Friday 24 December 

Midnight Communion—11.30pm Friday 24 December 

Holy Communion for Christmas Day—8am Saturday 25 December 

Pudsey PE with Joe 

ADVENT  
Advent marks the start of the Christian year and is the four weeks before Christmas 
beginning on the fourth Sunday before Christmas (so this year, Sunday 28 November). 

The word Advent comes from the Latin 'adventus' which means 'arrival' 
or 'coming'. This is the time for Christians to prepare for the celebration 
of the birth of Jesus and look forward to the time that Jesus will come 
again. 
 

The clergy usually wear purple or royal blue clothing in their churches 
during Advent.  

 
During Advent no flowers decorate churches, but it is usual to have an 
Advent Crown also known as an Advent Wreath. These are made from a 
circle of evergreen plants like holly and ivy which symbolises God with 
no beginning or end. The evergreen is a reminder that God does not 
change. The holly is also a symbol of the crown of thorns that Jesus wore 
when he was crucified. Four candles are fixed round the circle with 
another in the middle. 
 
Various colours of candles have been used such as three purple and a 
pink with one white in the middle. Unlit candles represent darkness. One 
purple candle is lit on the first Sunday of Advent. On the second Sunday 
it is lit again together with another purple one, the third purple one is lit 
on the third Sunday and on the fourth Sunday the pink candle is includ-
ed. On Christmas Day the white candle is also lit representing Jesus 
Christ as the light of the world. Sometimes four red candles and one 
white are used, red being a colour associated with Christmas. 

ST PETER’S SCHOOL 

FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 2021 

We would love everyone to gear up for this special event 
with family, friends, and anyone you know, sponsoring the 
children for this great 1-mile charge of the reindeers. It 
would be absolutely wonderful if we could reach or exceed 
our target of £1000. If you would like to sponsor your child 
or ask others to please do follow the link to the sponsorship 
page https://www.rocketfund.org/2021-reindeer-run  

https://www.rocketfund.org/2021-reindeer-run


     CHILD PROTECTION CONTACT CENTRE 

At St Peter’s we take the safety and well-being of every 
child very seriously. If you are ever concerned about a 
child please speak in confidence to our Designated 
Safeguarding Lead, Miss Greenaway or our Deputy  
Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mr Atterton.  

If you feel you have not had a satisfactory response 
from us to any child protection issue, please phone the 
contact centre on: 
 

                             Tel: 0300 200 1006 

 

Emergency information regarding the school  

will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM  
Southwark Diocesan Board of Education 

Supporting Christian Education 

01883 712439  hello@stpetersinfant.org        www.stpetersinfant.org 

CLASS NEWS 

“Safeguarding is Everyone’s Business” 

BUSY BEES 
Busy Bees have been finding one less than a given number within 5. They used 
objects and pictures to help them. We used ‘first, then, now’ stories to explore 
one less. The story of the week was ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’, and we have 
been very busy building bridges for the goats, using our engineering skills. We also 
wrote in speech bubbles what the goats wanted to say to the troll. For  
Science, this week the focus was on dental hygiene, learning how to take care of 
your teeth and gums. We even made a scientific experiment to see the effects of 
fizzy drinks on our teeth. 

LADYBIRDS 
We have had another busy week in Ladybirds. In English, we have been looking at 
the book ‘The Magic Bed’ by John Burningham and using adjectives to describe 
where our magic bed would take us. We have a fantastic imagination! In Maths 
we have been learning about positional language. We had to describe where a 
crocodile was— was he behind, in front of, next to, in between something? We 
used the computers this week to explore Purple Mash (a cloud-based platform for 
primary-aged children containing a wide range of age-appropriate, creative  
software tools for writing, drawing, coding, animating, blogging and much more) 
and we really enjoyed this! We really enjoyed our advent pause day. We talked 
lots about Advent and what it means.  

I hope you all have a fun-filled weekend.  God bless.     Lenia Greenaway 

DRAGONFLIES 
Dragonflies have had a very creative week. We  
have started reading ‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver  
Jeffers and imagining that a penguin had  
arrived on our doorsteps. We wrote letters  
asking for help with what to do with the penguin 
and how to help him. In Maths we have been 
investigating partitioning and how we can use 
this to create a variety of number sentences 
around a single number. We have also been 
entrepreneurs! We created posters for our  
Tandridge Tea on Monday, made salt dough 
decorations and painted them ready to sell.  
Thursday was our Pause Day, and we spent the 
whole day learning about Advent. We created 
Advent Wreaths and learnt about the meaning of 
the candles on the wreath. We also created a 
kindness calendar, which we took home.  

What do the Advent Candles stand for?  
The candle of Hope so prayers on this day focus on hope. 

This candle is a symbol of God's Peace, reminding Christians of the Prophets who said that the Messiah would be born. 

The candle of Love represents John the Baptist who baptised Jesus. 

The candle of Joy reminds Christians of Jesus' mother, Mary. 

The fifth candle reminds Christians of the birth of Jesus. 

 
Various colours of candles have been used such as three purple and a pink with one white in the middle. Unlit candles represent darkness. One purple 
candle is lit on the first Sunday of Advent. On the second Sunday it is lit again together with another purple one, the third purple one is lit on the third 
Sunday and on the fourth Sunday the pink candle is included. On Christmas Day the white candle is also lit representing Jesus Christ as the light of the 
world. Sometimes four red candles and one white are used, red being a colour associated with Christmas. 
 

Christingles 
In many advent services children have fun making Christingles. Christingle means ‘Christ’s Light’ and it is a symbol of the Christian faith. Lots of 
churches hold Christingle services around Christmas time. The custom of giving out lighted candles in these services began in Germany in 1747 but it 
wasn't introduced to the Anglican Church in England until 1968. 

Christingles are made up of different parts, each one being there to remind us of something. 

The orange represents the world. 

The candle reminds Christians of Jesus who they believe to be the light of the world. 

The red ribbon goes all round the 'world' and being the colour of blood, reminds Christians that Jesus died. 

The four cocktail sticks could have either of two meanings; the four seasons or the four corners of the world.  

The sweets (or sometimes dried fruit) remind Christians of God's gifts to the world including kindness and love. 

The foil is  there to catch the drips of wax! 

Each term a class in the school has the opportunity 
to make their own items to sell at our Teatime Event 
in Tandridge Village Hall while the parents of that 
class kindly make cakes and sell refreshments. 
Unfortunately this has not gone ahead for the last 2 
years due to covid restrictions but, we are delighted 
to announce that the teatimes are back! 
 

To start us off the Dragonflies Class will be selling 
their own special salt dough Christmas tree  
decorations and (eco-friendly) reindeer food. This 
year we will also be joined by some clients of  
Brambles of Oxted care centre who will also be 
making and selling Christmas decorations and other 
goodies. We would absolutely love you to join us for 
this and to support the children in their enterprise. 
The hall will be well ventilated, and you will be able 
to take your cup of tea and cake onto the  
playground to eat if you wish, so the hall doesn’t get 
crowded. We do ask that you please wear face 
masks to this event. We would love to see as many 
of you as possible. 

Message from SCC Director of Public Health: 
 
Covid rates are rising fast in Surrey and it is important that we do 
everything we can to get the rates down and protect ourselves 
and others from the virus. Therefore, with immediate effect, the 
Surrey County Council Director of Public Health strongly  
recommends that face coverings should be worn in communal 
areas (excluding classrooms) for primary school staff and 
visitors, unless they are exempt or have a reasonable excuse. 
This is applicable to all Surrey schools, education settings and 
further education settings for the remainder of the Autumn 
term. 

mailto:info@stpetersinfant.org
http://www.stpetersinfant.org


AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

After school clubs for Spring Term have been published this week.  
If your child would like to join any of the clubs, please use the booking forms sent by email. 

Monday: Performing Arts (Dance, Drama and Singing Games) 

Tuesday:  Football   

Wednesday:  Year 1 &Year 2 STEMKids Technology Club  

Thursday:  Yoga     

Friday:   Tennis   

Please use easyfundraising when you do your 
Christmas shopping and raise  
FREE DONATIONS for St Peter's C of E School 
at the same time!  

M&S, Clarks, WHSmith, The Works, John  
Lewis and thousands of other retailers will 
give us much needed free donations when 
you use easyfundraising to shop with them – 
at no extra cost to you.  

If you’re not signed up to easyfundraising yet, 
it’s really quick and easy - please sign up here: 
 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
stpeterstandridge/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=bts-f   

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeterstandridge/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=bts-f
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeterstandridge/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=bts-f
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeterstandridge/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=bts-f

