
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I hope you have had a lovely week. Things are definitely looking up—the weather is getting slightly warmer, 
the days are getting longer, and the children are definitely growing! 

We have, as always, lots of exciting things going on in school and many more events and activities to look 
forward to. Next week, for example, marks the Chinese New Year and to celebrate this we have a wonderful 
Chinese dance workshop booked for the children on Tuesday (the start of New Year). We are all very excited 
and I will, of course, take lots of photos to share with you next week. If you fancy having a little practise at a 
Chinese New Year Dance at home, we would love to see your photos! 

XĪNNIÁN KUÀILÈ   新年快乐 
 
Chinese New Year is one of the most popular celebrations that Westerners have adopted from Asia. Places 
with a large Chinese population will often hold large and well attended celebrations on New Year's Day; the 
most well know activity being a Dragon dance, which consists of an elaborate dragon's head and a long body 
supported by a number of people which performs a dance representing the sinuous flow of a river. The pur-
pose of many of the festivities is to frighten away bad spirits. Loud noises such as fireworks and the use of the 
bright colours particularly red are all intended to keep away these spirits for the whole of the year. 

With Chinese New Year comes a host of superstitions that will apparently dictate how the next 12 months will 
play out for each of us. 

Washing clothes, using scissors and sweeping floors are some of the easier omens to sidestep. However,  
parents might find it difficult to dodge crying children and – on the more extreme end of the scale – women 
might find it difficult to avoid leaving the house all day. 

According to Chinese superstition, doing any of these on Feb 1 – the day  
Chinese New Year falls in 2022 – will lead to bad luck for the entire coming 
year. But it isn’t all doom and gloom as 2022 is the Year of the Tiger, an animal 
that symbolises strength and being brave. People born in the Year of the Tiger 
are characterised as being brave, competitive and confident. But, on the other 
hand, they can sometimes be unpredictable, irritable, and overindulgent. 

Lucky numbers for people born in the Year of the Tiger are one, three and four, 
and their lucky colours are blue, grey and orange. Their lucky flowers 
are cinerarias and anthuriums. 

 

DIARY DATES 

HEADTEACHER’S  WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you… plans to give you hope and a future” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

 
“For the Lord your God is living among you. He is a 
mighty Saviour. He will take delight in you with  
gladness. With His love, he will calm all your fears.”                   
           Zephaniah3:17 

 

Dear Lord, 

Thank you for calming my fears. May your perfect 
peace rest upon my heart and mind this day. 
 

Tues 1 Feb Chinese Dance Workshops 
w/c 7 Feb E-Safety Week 
Tues 8 Feb Y1 & Y2 Class Visit to Shah Jahan Mosque 
Thurs 10 Feb Internet Safety Parent Information Session    
w/c 14 Feb Half term 

ISSUE NO. 17 :   28 Jan 2022 

LETTERS HOME and HOMEWORK  
 
BUSY BEES 
Homework :  Tricky Words  
 

LADYBIRDS   

Homework :  Please continue to read daily with your 
             grown-up. “Continents” worksheet.  
 

DRAGONFLIES 

Homework :  Investigating 3D Shapes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, TANDRIDGE 
 

 

Sunday 30 January 
11am   Family Communion 
4.30pm   Café Service @ St Mary’s Church, Oxted 
6.30pm   Evensong 
 

Please note: 
We will be pausing Toddler Praise for now, back later in the year! 
 

Dates for the diary:  
Sun  6 Feb 6.30pm Reigate Grammar Choir at Evensong St Peter’s  
Weds 2 Mar Ash Wednesday – services TBC  
Fri 11 Mar Creation Evening – details to follow  
Fri 18 Mar 7pm Darenth Diversions string trio concert at St Peter’s  
 

Things to pray for and about:  
• For those suffering directly or indirectly due to Covid-19  
• Please pray for the ongoing negotiations with Crossroads;  
   this will result in us having a great new space in OCH for our use,   
   but negotiations are proving longer than we first hoped – pray for  
   a breakthrough!  

ATTENDANCE, COUGHS & COLDS  
Please may I remind everyone that attendance is extremely important and that children should attend school 
all of the time unless they are sick. It is common for colds and similar viral infections to circulate in school and 
whilst symptoms may be similar to those of Covid it is important to differentiate between the two in order 
that children do not miss out on their education unnecessarily.  

The three main symptoms of Covid that parents and carers should be alert to:  
  - a high temperature 
  - a new, continuous cough—coughing a lot more than usual in an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours  
  - a change to your sense of taste or smell 

However, with the Omicron variant reports suggest the top 5 symptoms 
are runny nose; headache; fatigue (mild or severe); sneezing; and sore  
throat. Recent analysis has found that a much smaller proportion of  
people experience the classic three symptoms of fever, cough, or loss  
of sense of smell or taste.  

If your child is displaying symptoms as described above, we strongly  
advise that your child takes a lateral flow test where possible.  
If they test negative and feel well enough they should attend school as usual.  

 
Why does school attendance matter? 

Missing a few days of school here and there may not seem a big 
deal, but research shows that it can have a significant impact on 
children's learning. Children who miss a substantial amount of  
school fall behind their peers, and struggle to catch up. Most of  
the work they miss is never made up, which can lead to big gaps  
in their learning. 

Poor attendance often starts at primary school, and studies show that children who fall into this pattern are 
likely to underachieve at secondary school. Friendships can be affected by persistent absence, too: it can be 
hard for a child who misses lots of school to form relationships with their classmates. 

What counts as good attendance? 

An attendance rate of 97% is generally considered good. Persistent absence (PA) is defined as an attendance 
rate of 90% or below and may be subject to further scrutiny by Education Inclusion.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…   
Tommy and Felix (both age 6) 

COVID-19 UPDATE : FACE MASKS IN/AROUND SCHOOL 
As we still have covid cases in our community, St Peter’s school staff will continue to wear face masks in  
communal areas and when greeting visitors or parents at drop off and pick up, until at least half-term. We fully 
appreciate that restrictions are lifted but would encourage parents and carers to do the same when dropping/ 
picking up or entering the school to ensure the health and well-being of all our whole community. Thank you 
for your continued support with this. On a similar note however, please do take the time to read the section 
below on Attendance which is equally important for the well-being of our children. 



     CHILD PROTECTION CONTACT CENTRE 

At St Peter’s we take the safety and well-being of every 
child very seriously.  

If you are ever concerned about a child 
please speak in confidence to our Designated  
Safeguarding Lead, Miss Greenaway or our Deputy  
Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mr Atterton.  

If you feel you have not had a satisfactory response 
from us to any child protection issue, please phone the 
contact centre on: 
 

                             Tel: 0300 200 1006 

 

Emergency information regarding the school  

will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM  
Southwark Diocesan Board of Education 

Supporting Christian Education 

01883 712439  hello@stpetersinfant.org        www.stpetersinfant.org 

CLASS NEWS 

“Safeguarding is Everyone’s Business” 

BUSY BEES 
This week Busy Bees have been learning about different animal 
habitats and using simple geographical words to describe  
physical features e.g. forest, tundra, hill, mountain, sea, pond 
river, soil, valley, vegetation. We 
have also created an Aboriginal dot 
art gecko after learning about the 
Aboriginal population in Australia and 
how they tell stories using their 
dotted paintings. We created our 
own rainforest animals giving them 

an original name and writing some words or a sentence about them. In Maths we 
have focused on numbers to 10, counting to 10 using one to one correspondence, 
using 10 frames and making numbers to 10. 

LADYBIRDS 
Ladybirds have had a brilliant week, with lots of exciting learning. In RE we have been learning all about  
Judaism. We really enjoyed taking a closer look at the Torah and designing our own. Our English lessons have 
been based on ‘Beegu’ by Alexis Deacon and we have been focusing on a new genre of writing: diary writing. 
We had to pretend we were Beegu and write a diary entry explaining what had happened and how Beegu 
would be feeling. In History we are continuing our Kings and Queens topic and have learnt all about Queen 
Victoria and what is was like to go to school in the Victorian times.  

Have a fabulous weekend. It looks like it will have a lovely ‘spring’ feel to it, so do enjoy!  
God bless.     Lenia Greenaway   

DRAGONFLIES 
This week Dragonflies have been architects and designers. We have continued looking at “Mrs Armitage On 
Wheels” and have been continuing the story. We designed roller skates adding new accessories to them at 
different stages and using imperative verbs, time conjunctions, starters and adjectives to do this. In Maths we 
have been investigating the properties of shapes, building to categorising them by their various properties. We 
have looked at both 2D and 3D shapes. I wonder if they can remember what a 10-sided 2D shape is called? For 
DT we have designed and created our own modes of transport, out of clay. We created helicopters, trains, 
boats, submarines, roller skates etc... The children were amazingly creative! 

The children have also become teachers – taking turns to read our end of day stories to the rest of the class. 
Great confidence and expression!  

E-SAFETY OPEN MORNING: THURS 10 FEBRUARY 9.05-10.30am 
On Thursday 10 February we would like to invite you to an Internet Safety Open Morning, 
to coincide with Internet Safety Day that week. This will start with a short presentation 
about E-Safety in the school hall. You will then be able to visit the classrooms to see the 
different technologies and activities the children do around these. We would please ask 
that you continue to wear a face mask whilst visiting the school at this time.  

PARENT VIEW  
 
Although we have an open door policy and always 
love to hear your comments through our own  
in-school questionnaires I would like to take this 
opportunity to let you know that another means of 
giving your views about the school is through 
‘Parent View’. You are able to comment on St 
Peter’s School as a whole and how you feel it helps 
look after your child, gives you enough information 
etc. It is a part of the Ofsted website and provides 
information to both Ofsted and the school.  The 
link can be found on our school website in Parent 
zone. The process involves completing 12 very 
simple questions. This questionnaire can be very 
helpful to us as it gives us a clear picture of how we 
can further help our children and parents, where 
we may need to make changes or can indeed  
celebrate our success – which is always fantastic to 
hear.  Thank you in advance to anyone who wishes 
to complete their views of the school in Parent 
View on-line. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS  
 

 

Performing Arts   Mon 3.15-4.15pm 
Y1/2 Technology  Wed 3.15-4.15pm 
Arts & Crafts        Fri 3.15-4.15pm 

 
The above clubs have spaces remaining.  
 

If your child would like to join 
a club please ask in the school  
office for details or see the  
school website. 

 
Surrey County Council are recruiting for  

 
Bikeability Cycling Instructors 

The Cycle Training Team at Surrey County Council 
are recruiting for Bikeability Cycling Instructors.  If 
you are interested in this position, please follow 
the link below: 

Surrey County Council - Job details (surreycc.gov.uk) 

mailto:info@stpetersinfant.org
http://www.stpetersinfant.org
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/jobs/search/details?id=20668


What parents and carers need to know about YouTube  

The first YouTube video (of co-founder Jawed Karim at San Diego Zoo, trivia fans) was uploaded in April 2005. Since then, YouTube has grown 
into an absolute colossus of the online world: 2.3 billion users, watching an average of almost five billion videos between them every day – 
with 300 hours of footage being uploaded to the platform every minute. Unbelievable figures. Anywhere that such a mountain of users will 
understandably encounter dangers. If you would like to find out how to ensure your child[ren] can safely use this extremely popular site 
please do read the following guide:  


