HEADTEACHER’S WEEKLY BULLETIN
“For I know the plans I have for you… plans to give you hope and a future”
Jeremiah 29:11
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DIARY DATES
Fri 29 Apr
Mon 2 May
Wed 4 May

Wed 18 May
Tues 24 May
Thurs 26 May
Fri 27 May
Fri 3 Jun
Mon 6 Jun

Painted stones collection
May Bank Holiday—school closed
Reception Height Weight Vision Screening Catch Up Session
Deadline for accepting/declining Primary School places for September 2022
Ladybirds Class Trip to Bodiam Castle
3pm Information Session in School Hall for Year 1 Parents re: Phonics Screening
2.30pm St Peter’s Jubilee Celebration Teaparty
INSET Day—school closed for staff training
Jubilee Celebration Service at St Peter’s Church
Start of Summer 2 term

Dear Parents and Carers,

LETTERS HOME and HOMEWORK

Yay- I hear you cry – we have the May Bank holiday weekend. I do hope you all thoroughly enjoy it, and the
weather brings with it a lot of warm sunshine.
It is truly wonderful as you drive or walk around to see all the flowers starting to blossom and the signs of
summer are shining through. Just yesterday, as I was driving down Tandridge Lane, the lines of bluebells were
striking to see. I don’t think I have noticed quite so many before. It is so lovely to see and brings a smile to your
face. Well, May is ‘National Smile Month’ after all! If you want to know more about what the month of May
brings, visit http://projectbritain.com/calendar/may.html with your child[ren] as it gives a day-by-day calendar of
special days, historic events, birthdays and holidays for May.

Jubilee Celebrations @ St Peter’s Church 3rd June via email

BUSY BEES
Homework : Research and write 4 facts about planet
Earth—sheet in bookbags

LADYBIRDS
Class Trip to Bodiam Castle Letter

Homework : Addition worksheet
DRAGONFLIES
Barley Mow Fun Day Maypole Sign Up—via email

1st May is known as “May Day” and traditionally involves dancing
around a May Pole, crowning a May Queen, Morris Dancing and generally
celebrating the oncoming summer. Celebrations and customs differ by country
and culture, but the gist of the celebration is the same throughout.
What are May Day traditions?
The tradition of “dancing around the Maypole” is steeped in paganism and is celebrated by various cultures
around the world.
England Traditionally, a young tree would be felled and erected to dance around in celebration of the
oncoming summer. Ribbons and flower garlands would add to a colourful display, fitting to a
bright spring day of celebration.

Scotland & Ireland

Back in the Middle Ages the Gaelic people of Scotland and Ireland celebrated the
festival of “Beltane”. Beltane means “Day of Fire”. They built large bonfires and danced
at night to celebrate – a tradition that many are revisiting now.

Wales In Wales, May Day is also known as Calan Mai or Calan Haf. It was an important time for celebration and
festivities in Wales as it was considered to be the start of summer. Marking neither an equinox nor a
solstice, May Day referred to the point in the year when herds would be turned out to pasture. Again,
lighting fires are very much associated with the first of May. In the time of the Druids, fires for the Baltan
(see Beltane, above!), represented an opportunity for purification, and to protect animals from disease.
These fire-lighting ceremonies were carried out with a great deal of pomp and ceremony!
Other countries

Some countries celebrate the night before May Day called “Walpurgis Night”. These
countries include Germany, Sweden, Finland, and the Czech Republic. The celebration
is named after the English missionary Saint Walpurga. Again, people celebrate with
large bonfires and dancing.

Sunday 1 May
8am
11am
4.30pm
6.30pm

Holy Communion
All Age Worship
Café Service @ St Mary’s Church, Oxted
Evening Service

If you have any prayer needs please do contact us or speak to a
member of clergy: stmaryoxted.stpetertandridge@gmail.com

Dear Father God, Creator of all,
thank You for summer!
Thank you for the warmth of the sun
and the increased daylight.
Thank You for the beauty I see all around me
and for the opportunity to be outside
to enjoy Your creation.
Draw me closer to You this summer.
no matter where I am or what I am doing.

In 1890 the May Bank Holiday became associated with International Workers’ Day as the Second International
organised a day of protests in support of an eight-hour working day. After that 1st May was linked with protests
and became an official holiday in 1978. In America, May 1st is known to this day as “Labour Day”. Canada
celebrates its equivalent on the first Monday in September.

PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
I have sent out a letter regarding the children
joining me to sing at the St Peter’s Church
service marking the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
on Friday 3 June. Please do read and sign up if
you can. It would be absolutely wonderful to
have as many children as possible with us at church to
celebrate this occasion.

HOUSE TEAM POINTS
Well
done

20

ST PETER’S CHURCH, TANDRIDGE

Teach me how I can pray

Why do we get a Bank Holiday for May Day?

20

Homework : Sea creatures research

17

The children have all been engrossed in their learning and it has been fantastic to see them explaining what they
are doing, why they have been learning specific things and wanting to share all their exciting investigations. Let’s
see what they have been doing this week? ….

Warm my soul with the awareness of Your presence
and light my path with Your Word and Counsel.
As I enjoy Your creation,
create in me a pure heart and a hunger
and a thirst for You. Amen.

CLASS NEWS
BUSY BEES
This week Busy Bees have continued learning about Space. We learnt about Planet Earth, the moon,
and the Sun. We wrote facts about the sun, wrote sentences about the man on the moon and invented
and labelled our own aliens. In Science we have explored how the Sun illuminates different continents at
different times of the day. We used an optical light stick, the light table, and a globe to help us with our
understanding. Adeline also brought in a butterfly so the children were able to explore the different colours of
the butterfly using the optical light stick and the light table. In Maths we have investigated subtraction,
looking specifically at the number bonds to 10. Children used counters and the ‘part-whole’ model to work
with subtraction number bonds, following the missing part structure. Wow! We have some really great
mathematicians in Busy Bees class!!!

LADYBIRDS
Ladybirds have had a fantastic week! We have been learning about 10s and 1s in Maths and have really
enjoyed exploring the partitioning number process. We have used this knowledge to learn how to add 2 digit
numbers and 1 digit numbers. In English we have been looking at a wonderful book ‘The Most Magnificent
Thing’ by Ashley Spires and used our writing skills to re tell the story, making sure we
remember our full stops and capital letters! In History we have been learning about the
different jobs people had in a castle, we chose a job that we would like to do and wrote
why we thought that was the best job to do. We are very excited about our trip to
Bodiam Castle next month and seeing for ourselves what life in a real castle would have
been like.

DRAGONFLIES
Dragonflies have had an investigative week! We have used our ‘turtle’ research to create a non-chronological
report in English. This contained a lot of interesting facts about Sea Turtles. We linked this to our art where we
drew still life pictures of Sea Turtles, using a computer program to help us. In Maths the children have
continued looking at addition, which built to a ‘Prove It’ lesson on Thursday. In this the children were set
several challenge questions, from previous papers, which they had to answer using the methods we have
learnt. They were amazing! In Science we started setting up our learning for next half term. The children
planted lemon seed and tomato seeds, which they harvested from the fruits. They will be using these to
investigate food chains. In our History learning we have looked at important historical figures who have
contributed to international events. We created a profile about Abraham Lincoln –ask us what we can
remember!

Oxted and Limpsfield CC are running a 10-week fun
introduction to cricket for Year 1 and 2 children.
It starts next Thursday 5 May
• Year 1: 5.30 to 6.15pm
• Year 2: 6.30 to 7.15pm
If cost is an issue for any of the parents, we would be
happy to reduce or waive fees. If you are interested,
please visit https://www.oxtedandlimpsfieldcc.co.uk
and use the ‘JOIN’ button to apply.

ZERO COST FUNDRAISING
If you’re planning to go on holiday over the summer break, did you know you
can raise a FREE funds using easyfundraising for St Peter's when you book?
Whether you’re booking your 2022 summer holiday, or a short-getaway, if you
book via easyfundraising on TUI, Booking.com, Expedia, First Choice,
Hotels.com, Cottages.com, easyJet holidays, PurpleParking, plus 250+ other
well-known travel companies, you’ll raise free funds for us at no extra cost to
you. You can also raise money by booking your airport parking, transfers and
even your foreign currency and travel insurance!
Find out more here: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/offers/big-donations?
utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-trvl22-e1

I hope you have a brilliant May Bank holiday weekend.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…

God bless. Lenia Greenaway

Evalyn (age 6)
and Rebekah (age 5)

Emergency information regarding the school
will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM
01883 712439  hello@stpetersinfant.org



CHILD PROTECTION CONTACT CENTRE
At St Peter’s we take the safety and well-being of every
child very seriously.

If you are ever concerned about a child
please speak in confidence to our Designated
Safeguarding Lead, Miss Greenaway or our Deputy
Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mr Atterton.
If you feel you have not had a satisfactory response
from us to any child protection issue, please phone the
contact centre on:

Tel: 0300 200 1006
“Safeguarding is Everyone’s Business”

Southwark Diocesan Board of Education
Supporting Christian Education

www.stpetersinfant.org

