
DIARY DATES 

HEADTEACHER’S  WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you… plans to give you hope and a future” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Although a slightly shorter week, I hope you have had a very good one. We have had a lovely week, doing lots 
of collaborative activities as a school. The children have spent time together on the school field looking at the 
different natural materials they could use to make some ephemeral artworks. They worked in teams, mixing 
beautifully with members of each year group, finding weird and wonderful shapes to create their pieces. It was 
a delight to see, and a great opportunity to spend as much time outside as possible. We have also come  
together to rehearse for our Harvest Festival at St Peter’s Church next week. The children are fantastic at  
remembering the words to new songs and have been raising the roof with their singing! 

I have spent time in the BusyBees and Dragonflies classes this week. I have been bowled over by the learning 
and knowledge of the children (Ladybirds I will get to see you more next week, I promise!). I was also showing 
some prospective parents around school who commented on the exceptionally high levels of understanding 
shown by the children. It is always a fantastic thing to hear from others, but to experience the enthusiasm first 
hand as well gives me goosebumps. The children never cease to amaze and delight us. 

A little caveat to this is that many of the children are getting very tired—a totally normal and very  
understandable response to starting or returning to school in the autumn. Some parents may find that their 
children are a little ‘grumpy’ when they get home. This too is very normal as they work very hard and concen-
trate so much when starting a new school/year. If you do have specific concerns, please speak to your class 
teacher or to me. I promise, it does settle down but realise it can be a bit of a shock to the system if not experi-
enced before. 

Thurs 29 Sept 9am Harvest Service @ St Peter’s Church, Tandridge—All welcome 
Fri 30 Sept 9-10am Macmillan Coffee Morning in school hall—All welcome 

Mon 3 Oct Dragonflies Class Trip to Nower Wood Education Centre 
Tues 11 Oct 5-6pm Open Evening for Prospective Parents Sept 2023 Entry 
Wed 12 Oct 9.15am Open Morning for Prospective Parents Sept 2023 Entry 
Tues 18 Oct Parent Teacher Consultations by appointment – details to follow 
Thurs 20 Oct Parent Teacher Consultations by appointment – details to follow  

ISSUE NO. 3 :   23 Sept 2022 

❑  THINGS TO CHECK THIS WEEK: 

❑ All items of uniform, coats, etc clearly named 
❑ Y1/Y2 Pupil Contact Details Form returned 
❑ Governor Maintenance Fund actioned 
❑ Y2 class trip consent returned 
❑ Flu consent actioned 

BACK TO SCHOOL ‘BIG’ EMOTIONS 
 
Things to remember during this transition   

Remember every week won’t be like the first few weeks. The first 
weeks of school can be an  emotional rollercoaster for everyone. They 
are about adjusting to new routines, new environments and new 
experiences. Don’t try to predict the whole year based on the first 
week! 

Remember your child is little. Children are not little adults. They may 
not adjust quickly and they really aren’t designed to. A little under-
standing and patience  can go a long way in the first few weeks of 
school.  

Some children have big emotions that they can’t control, so they have 
tantrums and outbursts. The good news is that there are lots of calming 
techniques that you can help teach.   

An important first step is to teach a child to notice their emotions and 
name them. If they can say to themselves, “I’m feeling angry,” they’ll 
be more able to get control over that feeling before they lash out 
or have a meltdown. It’s important for children to know that big 
feelings are normal and validate how hard they can be.  

If a child’s ‘bad’ behaviour is minor, ignoring it often works best. The 
flip side of this is to give them a lot of praise when they do a good job 
of controlling their feelings, even something small like taking a deep 
breath.  

There are many techniques that can help ‘bring us up’ when our mood 
is low (upregulation) or calm us when our mood is high, agitated or 
restless (downregulation). Here are some that may help to diffuse a 
tricky situation : 

If your child does have a tantrum, talk with them later about what 
happened and what could have made it better.  

And lastly, try to make some time every day for your child to choose an 
activity to do together. Knowing that they’ll have that time can reduce 
the stress they feel during the rest of the day. Consistent special time 
with you also reminds them that you love them no matter what, even 
on hard days. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…   

  Leo (age 5) on Sunday! 



      CHRISTIAN VALUE: LOVE, FRIENDSHIP AND THANKFULNESS 
 

                            Each term we focus on one of our School Christian Values and look carefully at how this can be incorporated into our everyday lives. This term 
        our Christian Values are:  Love, Friendship and Thankfulness. 

Over the first few weeks of school we have seen a great display of these Christian Values, which is real testament to your children. Thank you. 

The children have already been thinking about these very important values in our Collective Worships. They have come up with some lovely ideas for these 
values including how to show them in their everyday lives as well as how to display them around school. What would your thoughts be about these values? 
How would you share or show them in practise? Perhaps you could share your ideas with your child[ren] and they could bring these to the class to discuss 
or share with the rest of school in our daily Collective Worships. 

 

LOVE 
—Love is the water which helps us grow. It is seen through all the relationships in our school. We strive to love life, love learning and love one another. 

How do we live this out in school?  

• Through whole school worship, class worship, relationships and discussion 

• We use bible stories to provide examples of love and give examples of how we can show and recognise love within school 

• Show love in our choice of words – such as saying please and thank you.  

• Show kindness to others without being asked.  

• Know when to help and when to let others learn for themselves etc.  
 

‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart'. Colossians 3:23 

'Love is in everything that we do'  

‘Unconditional care and respect for others-reflecting God’s love’ Agape 

‘I now give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. If you have love for one another, then everyone 
will know you are my disciples’   John 13: 34-35 

 
FRIENDSHIP 
—Good relationships, understanding others and learning to care.  

True friendship enables each person to grow and ensures that the unique individuality of each  
person is recognised. The special relationship we have with certain people; a friend loves and cares for you at all times. Christians believe that God’s friend-
ship towards us will last forever. Friendship is a partnership of shared experiences, talents, interests and enthusiasms. Friends are not afraid to tell each 
other the truth and a friend’s loving criticism is worth more than the empty compliments of someone who does not really care for you. 
 
How do we live this out in school?  

• Be empathetic, listen to your friend’s thoughts and ideas 

• Trust and respect others 

• Accept others for who they are 

• Support and stay with others, in good times and bad 

• Congratulate others and enjoy their success 

• Compromise and share 

• Be truthful and honest 

• Forgive others’ mistakes 
 

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead I called you friends, for everything that I have learned from my 
Father I have made known to you.’ John 15:5  

“Friendship is the hardest thing in the world to explain. It's not something you learn in school. But if you haven't learned the meaning of friendship, you 
really haven't learned anything.” Muhammad Ali 

“You can't stay in your corner of the Forest waiting for others to come to you. You have to go to them sometimes.”  A.A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh 

Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the sweetness of a friend comes from his earnest counsel.   Proverbs 27:9  

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.  Proverbs 17:17  

 
THANKFULNESS 
—Content with what we have, grateful for all we receive and remembering to always express our thanks.  

Thankfulness is a positive response, it affects our minds, our bodies and our souls in a positive way when we realise our good fortune and show gratitude. 
For Christians the greatest of all acts of worship is simply called ‘thanksgiving’ or Eucharist. 

How do we live this out in school? 

• Show appreciation for the achievements of ourselves and others. 

• Know that that having food, clothes and lovely things is a blessing and not a right 

• Show thankfulness through our support to charities that help others who are not as fortunate as ourselves. 

• Give thanks to God through our hymns and our prayers. 

• Learn to be thankful for the skills of others and the ways in which they enrich our lives. 

• Give thanks to people in our community who visit and help us. Care for our world and our environment. 

• Say thank you to each other and know that saying thank you is important and polite. 
 

“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.”  Psalm 107:1 

‘Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus’ 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 



REMINDERS: 

PARKING 
A reminder NOT to park on the zig zag lines even if 
you are bringing your child into school late. Please 
either park at the Barley Mow or in the car park. 
This is an emergency area and MUST be kept clear 
at all times. 
 
 
 

LETTERS HOME 
 
Letter from the Governing Body  
Parent Governor Vacancy Letter—via email 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
BusyBees: Practise writing your phonic sounds 
Ladybirds: ‘One More Than’ worksheet 
Dragonflies: Partitioning and Doubling activities 

 

Emergency information regarding the school  

will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM  

and the school website  Southwark Diocesan Board of Education 

Supporting Christian Education 

01883 712439  hello@stpetersinfant.org        www.stpetersinfant.org 

CLASS NEWS 

“Safeguarding is Everyone’s Business” 

BUSY BEES 
In BusyBees this week we having been thinking about how we have changed since we were babies. We looked 
at our baby photographs and tried to guess which one of us each photo was of. We discussed the differences 
between babies, toddlers, children and adults and used this knowledge to create timelines of human growth. 
In Maths we are continuing our focus on numbers to –5.  Counting objects, signing number songs and using 
clapping activities to make sure our learning is secure. We can count forwards and backwards and recognise 
that there are ‘five of something’ without having to count from 1. In Phonics we have practised our new 
sounds –p, –i-, –n and recapped the –s, –a and –t sounds.  

Polite reminder: Please ensure all items of your child’s uniform are clearly labelled. This will help us to reunite 
‘lost’ items quickly and easily. Thank you. 

LADYBIRDS 
Ladybirds have been busy as usual this week. In Maths we have been looking at one more than any number, 
using various methods to help us work out the answer. In English, we have been focusing on the book ‘The 
Country Mouse and The Town Mouse’ to give us inspiration for our writing activities. We have practiced our 
sentence writing by describing both mice characters—making sure we are using capital letters, full stops and 
finger spaces. In R.E., we started our topic on creation. As a class we discussed how God created the world and 
ways in which we can look after our world.  

DRAGONFLIES 
This week has been very creative in Year 2. We have researched 16th Century buildings to identify the key 
features of houses from this era. We used this knowledge to design our own ‘historically accurate’ buildings, 
which we have then created using a variety of ’junk’ materials, so that we can re-create a model of 16th  
Century London. In English we have continued our “Katie in London” stories, focusing on the famous buildings 
along their route. We applied our new phonics knowledge of suffixes in this writing activity. In Maths we have 
investigated partitioning and doubling of numbers. In History Dragonflies have learnt about chronological 
ordering. We created a timeline to show the sequence of  events of the Great Fire Of London.  

I hope you all have a truly wonderful weekend with your children. We hope they are not too tired from the 
week’s adventures and have a relaxing, enjoyable weekend.  God bless.   Lenia Greenaway 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING  
9AM—10AM   FRIDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 

Next Friday 30 September we will be holding a fundraising cake and coffee morning with 
all the proceeds going towards this amazing charity. We would really like as many of you 
to come along and spend some time having a chat and coffee/cake to raise funds for this 
cause. We would also be grateful if you could donate cakes for this event and bring them 
in on the day straight to the hall, so we have plenty to go around. If there are any volunteers to help with the 
morning that would also be greatly appreciated. Thank you very much in advance. Please do join us on this 
morning, starting straight after drop-off until 10am—everyone (grandparents, aunts, uncles and friends too) is 
most welcome. Some of the Dragonflies Class children will be on-hand with me to welcome you. We are really 
looking forward to it. 

CHILD PROTECTION CONTACT CENTRE 

At St Peter’s we take the safety and well-being of every child very seriously. If you are ever concerned about a child please speak in 

confidence to our Designated Safeguarding Lead, Miss Greenaway or our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mr Atterton.  

If you feel you have not had a satisfactory response from us to any child protection issue, please phone the contact centre on:                                 
 

        Tel: 0300 200 1006 

Dear Father God, 

God of Creation,  

You have blessed us with the changing of the seasons.  

Remind us to take time to rest.  

Remind us of the wonder of your creation.  

Remind us that it is you who give us the breath of life. 

Amen. 

           CHURCH NEWS 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, TANDRIDGE 
 

 

Sunday 25 September 
11am   Family Communion 
4.30pm   Café Service @ St Mary’s Church, Oxted      
6.30pm   Evensong 
 

Thursday 29 September 
9am   St Peter’s School Harvest Service 
 
 

Things to pray for and about:  
 

• For the people and land of Ukraine and the refugees now settled 
in Tandridge  
• For all currently struggling with hardship and financial worries  
• For King Charles III and his family as they grieve the late Queen 
Elizabeth II  

 

Tandridge Harvest at St Peter’s Church: 
 
Saturday 1 October   
Decorating the church, - can you bring Autumn greenery, flowers, 
fruits etc then perhaps stay and help - coffee and croissants  
provided!  

Sunday 2 October  
Our services are at 11am and 6.30pm. We need non-perishable 
foods (yes, even Baked Beans!) for local charities supporting people 
in need, people who are hungry or homeless, or both. Thank you.  

Link to Church Bulletin   
>> https://stpeterstandridge.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=316386 

HARVEST 
Harvest is always a time of thankfulness and sharing and the children have been thinking about the  
importance of sharing during Collective Worship and their R.E. lessons as well as practising hard for their 
church service next week.   

Thank you very much if you have already bought gifts of non-perishable foods 
and toiletries to school in preparation for our Harvest Service. A collection box is 
now located outside the school office if you are able to bring items in next week. 
Donations can also be taken directly to the church at the start of the Harvest 
Service on Thursday so that we can place them near the altar. If, however, you 
forget, Reverend Ashton has very kindly offered to collect any further  
contributions from school in the afternoon of that day. Your donations will be 
distributed by members of the church community to those in need. 

Please remember to bring the children directly to church on the morning of Thursday 29 September from 
8.45am for a 9am prompt start.  The children will sit with their teachers in the central pews so please could 
parents and family sit at the back or sides of the church?  We will then all walk back down to school  
together after the service.  

 The first day of autumn all depends on which calendar you follow. According to the meteorological 
 calendar, the first day of autumn was Thursday 1t September 2022. However, the astronomical  
 calendar is based on the position of the Sun in relation to the Earth and changes each year — known 
 as autumn equinox. This year, it falls on Friday 23 September 2022 – today! 

Theoretically, this means it is a celestial event when all points on the surface of Earth experienced 12 hours of 
daylight and darkness. This means that day length is the same - 12 hours - at all points on the Earth's surface 
on these days, with the exception of each pole, where it will be about to change from permanent light to dark, 
or vice versa. So, I am afraid to say but Autumn has officially arrived, although I think we already knew that 
from the rather dramatic changes in temperature we have had in the early mornings!  
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