
DIARY DATES 

 

HEADTEACHER’S  WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you… plans to give you hope and a future” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week we have seen a flurry of activities with amazing learning going on in all corners of the school. I have 
had lots of children seeking me out to show me their fantastic work. I am so impressed. Please keep them 
coming everyone! 

Tues 11 Oct 5-6pm Open Evening for Prospective Parents Sept 2023 Entry 
Wed 12 Oct 9.15am Open Morning for Prospective Parents Sept 2023 Entry 
Tues 18 Oct Parent Teacher Consultations by appointment – details sent by email 
Thurs 20 Oct Parent Teacher Consultations by appointment – details sent by email 
Fri 4 Nov School Flu Immunisations with parental consent 
Tues 15 Nov 5-6pm Open Evening for Prospective Parents Sept 2023 Entry 
Wed 16 Nov 9.15am Open Morning for Prospective Parents Sept 2023 Entry 
Fri 18 Nov Children in Need—Mufti day  
Thurs 24 Nov PAUSE DAY: Advent 
w/c 28 Nov Book Week with Scholastic Book Fair in hall before/after school 
Fri 2 Dec Dress up day for Book Week—details to follow 

ISSUE NO. 5 :   7 Oct 2022 

❑  THINGS TO CHECK THIS WEEK: 

❑ Sign up for Parent Teacher Consultation 
❑ Flu consent actioned 
❑ Parent Governor vote actioned 
❑ All items of uniform, coats, etc clearly named 
❑ Y1/Y2 Pupil Contact Details Form returned 
❑ Governor Maintenance Fund actioned 

THE POWER OF POSITIVITY 
 

When young children believe in themselves, you can 
hear self-belief in the words they speak and see it 
through their body language. Non-verbal cues like a 
“thumbs up” means “I’ve got this covered. I can 
handle this.” This sense of confidence and  
motivation is what we hope all children will feel 
deep within themselves. I have seen a lot of this 
during the last few weeks as I have visited or taught 
in the classrooms.   

15 Ways to Promote Children's Self-Efficacy  

1. Fostering children’s curiosity by asking questions rather than  
providing answers.  

2. Valuing the different ways children learn.  

3. Communicating and listening to children with love and respect.  

4. Setting boundaries in positive ways, without shaming or blaming.  

5. Supporting children through school/life challenges, helping them 
embrace fear, failure, and imperfection as opportunities to cultivate 
wisdom.  

6. Encouraging children to pay attention to and expressing their 
thoughts, feelings, and what their bodies are communicating.  

7. Giving children time in their day for personal reflection.  

8. Caringly holding children accountable for their actions.  

9. Teaching children to make amends when they make mistakes.  

10.Working hard, making decisions, and solving problems together.  

11.Encouraging children to ask for help when they need it.  

12.Helping children to connect with nature, art, and other pursuits that 
inspire creativity.  

13.Playing, laughing, dreaming, and have fun together.  

14.Helping children make a difference in the world by responding to 
the needs of others.  

15.Modelling to children how to lead with empathy, gratitude, and 
kindness.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…   

       Thomas (age 7) and Alice (age 5) 

Isn’t it lovely when you see these things happening all around you? I would like to congratulate all the children 
for working so hard and settling into their school routines which reflects what a great start to the new school year 
all children, especially our Busy Bees have made; and that they are coming to school with these wonderful  
positive attitudes to learning. I would like to thank you, as their parents and carers, for the fantastic job you do to 
help make this happen. 

ST PETER’S OUT AND ABOUT 
Dragonflies undertook our first school trip of the year with a visit to Nower Wood on Monday. They had a 
brilliant time exploring the outdoors and did lots of brilliant activities including  finding and identifying  
minibeasts. The children learnt the difference between a centipede and a millipede, looked at bugs  
underneath a microscope, made magic potions, used all five senses (taste was used for our packed lunches!) 
and even went on a sensory trail where the children were blindfolded and had to use a guide rope to help 
them. It was a truly fantastic day with lots of laughter and great learning.  

78 SLEEPS! 
 

All the children were given a special challenge 
this week. We asked the children to design 
their own Christmas cards courtesy of the 
wonderful ‘Friends’ so these can go to press 
as quickly as possible. I know it feels like a 
long way off but, according to my son ,there 
are only 13 Fridays until Christmas (not that I 
have actually worked that out, so if there are 

any budding mathematicians this could be an extra 
challenge for you), and this equates to 78 sleeps 
(yes, I do have the app on my phone, so I know that 
one!). We hope that when the cards are printed you 
both love them and will purchase them! 

COUGHS AND SNEEZES... 
As is common at this time of year we need to be vigilant and ensure personal hygiene routines remain a priority. There are several stomach bugs and high  
temperatures going around. Please can we work in partnership to continue to model good behaviours and ensure hand washing routines are a part of a child’s  
everyday practise when they go to the toilet or prepare for meals. Many thanks for your continued support of this. On a similar note please ensure that hair  
checks become regular practise at home so we can keep these irritating head lice at bay! 

 
ONCE A WEEK, TAKE A PEEK 
Unfortunately head lice are a fact of life in schools. They are annoying, but by following advice and being vigilant about checking your child’s hair 
every week, they can be successfully treated. However, it requires all parents to be regularly checking their child[ren]’s hair to ensure that  
outbreaks are quickly dealt with. Please may I ask everybody to check hair this weekend and take any necessary action. We would encourage you 
to perhaps make Friday evening bathtime the time for a routine hair check. Thank you for your co-operation. 



REMINDERS: 

The weather is starting to turn wet and chilly at 
times so please could you make sure your child has 
a named coat in school every day for outside  
activities and play. Thank you. 
 
 

LETTERS HOME 
 
Parent Governor Nominations—via email 
Operation Encompass—via email 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
BusyBees: Phonics sounds activities 
Ladybirds: ‘One More/One Less’ worksheet 
Dragonflies: Partitioning 

 

Emergency information regarding the school  

will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM  

and the school website  Southwark Diocesan Board of Education 

Supporting Christian Education 

01883 712439  hello@stpetersinfant.org        www.stpetersinfant.org 

CLASS NEWS 

“Safeguarding is Everyone’s Business” 

BUSY BEES 
This week BusyBees have been very busy! We have continued learning about numbers to 5 and 
explored conservation of number. We created number blocks and practised number formation 
using different media and materials. We explored Autumn colours, textures and vegetables and 
we made soup using  a selection of lovely seasonal vegetables. We enjoyed chopping and  
preparing the vegetables and had the soup as an entree for our lunch! Our story of the week is “Funny Bones” 
by Janet and Allan Ahlberg and we have learnt all about our body and skeleton.  If you are going for a walk this 
weekend, please could you help your child to collect some Autumn natural items (eg twigs, leaves and  
anything you find that is exciting) for us to explore in the classroom. 

LADYBIRDS 
Ladybirds have had a brilliant week. In Maths we have been looking at 2D shapes and lines of symmetry. We 
have been creating various pictures with lines of symmetry. In English, we have continued our work on ‘Lila 
and the Secret of Rain’ - writing in full sentences and exploring adjectives to describe Lila. We have  
been working really hard on our handwriting too! In Science we continued to look at the four seasons 
and how the weather patterns change throughout the year. We focused on the seasonal change from  
autumn to winter and thought about how we might need to change the clothes we wear to suit. 

DRAGONFLIES 
Dragonflies have had a very scientific week. We started the week with an amazing class trip to the Nower 
Wood Education Wildlife Reserve where we investigated bugs, used a magnifying glass, created ‘smelly  
potions’, learned about nature, walked around the woods, explored a maze, etc, etc! Back in the classroom we 
continued our trip by writing a detailed recount of the things we had seen and done. In Science we are  
focusing on health and nutrition and thinking about what our bodies need to grow. We created healthy,  
unhealthy and balanced meals and used this learning as a stat to our first, proper Yr 2 experiment. The  
children are investigating what different drinks might do to our teeth. We are using eggs, cola, juice and  
water and will share our results at the end of the experiment. For English this week we have been using  
imperative verbs to help Paddington navigate life in London. In Maths we are using partitioning to help with 
addition.  

I hope you all have a wonderful 
weekend with your fantastic 
children. 

God bless, 
Lenia Greenaway 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING  
I would like to say a huge THANK YOU for your generosity last week, bringing in a wealth of cakes, 
and for donating a fantastic amount of money to our Macmillan coffee morning. You raised an absolutely  
incredible £230.75 for Macmillan Cancer Support! Considering we are such a small school this is a huge 
achievement. Donating can be very hard not least with the spiralling costs of living, and the fact that there are 
so many worthy causes out there. We do try and keep these to a specific few so as not to overwhelm or  
burden you with these additional financial pressures. Over the next half term we will be supporting the Royal 
British Legion Poppy Appeal (with Poppies/accessories on sale from next week) and Children in Need on Fri 18 
Nov (this will be a mufti day for a voluntary contribution). Reminders will be in later newsletters but it might 
be helpful for you to know these dates in advance. Generally we have 5 charity/mufti days a year. I would like 
to stress however that there is NO pressure and contributions are entirely voluntary.  

CHILD PROTECTION CONTACT CENTRE 

At St Peter’s we take the safety and well-being of every child very seriously. If you are ever 
concerned about a child please speak in confidence to our Designated Safeguarding Lead, 
Miss Greenaway or our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mr Atterton.  

If you feel you have not had a satisfactory response from us to any child protection issue, 

please phone the contact centre on:             Tel: 0300 200 1006 

 
 
God help us to weave a tapestry of love in our children,  

a spirit of respect and caring,  
a dedication to freedom for all and not just some.  

God help us to sow seeds of peace and justice  
in our children's hearts today.   

           CHURCH NEWS 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, TANDRIDGE 
 

 

Sunday 9 October 
11am   Family Communion 
4.30pm   Café Service @ St Mary’s Church, Oxted      
6.30pm   Evening Service 
 

Things to pray for and about:  
 

• For the people and land of Ukraine and the refugees now settled 
in Tandridge  
• For all currently struggling with hardship and financial worries 

For those in Pakistan still devastated by flooding   
 
Link to Church Bulletin   
>> https://stpeterstandridge.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=316834 
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