
DIARY DATES 

 

HEADTEACHER’S  WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you… plans to give you hope and a future” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you all had a lovely half term (or at least some break from routine) last week. It has been lovely to hear 
about the things the children have been getting up to. All very exciting! 

We have come back to school with lots of enthusiasm starting this term with more super exciting learning 
opportunities for the children. The class topic webs will be on the school website for you to look at and see 
what the children will be focusing their learning on this half term. As you would expect, this term is dominated 
by the lead up to Christmas. It may seem a long way off, but as a school we always need to start our planning 
early. I know there has been some talk around this already, but the class teachers will notify you when we start 
thinking about costumes for the Christmas plays, etc. You will be given plenty of advance warning and, as 
always, if you have been asked to help with your child’s costume and do not have a suitable item at home, 
please do ask first. We do not expect you to purchase specific costume pieces and often find that we can 
source something suitable by asking around.  
 
Before we arrive at Christmas however, we have lots of other events taking place. For example, we have  
‘Anti-Bullying Week’ and our fantastic ‘Book Week’, to mention but a few, all happening this term. We try to 
list upcoming events in the Diary Dates above but for dates further ahead, please do keep checking the School 
Calendar on our website. We are excited to tell you that our ‘Bring Your Grandparent to School’ event is back 
this term too! Further details in this newsletter. 

Tues 15 Nov 5-6pm Open Evening for Prospective Parents Sept 2023 Entry 
Wed 16 Nov 9.15am Open Morning for Prospective Parents Sept 2023 Entry 
Fri 18 Nov Children in Need—Mufti day  
Thurs 24 Nov PAUSE DAY: Advent 
Fri 25 Nov 7.30-9.30pm Friends Wreath Making Workshop in Tandridge Village Hall 
w/c 28 Nov Book Week with Scholastic Book Fair in hall before/after school 
  ** NO AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS during Book Week ** 
Thurs 1 Dec Dress up day for Book Week—details to follow 
Fri 2 Dec Friends of St Peter’s Reindeer Run  
  2.30pm Bring Your Grandparent to School     

ISSUE NO. 8 :   4 Nov 2022 

❑  THINGS TO CHECK THIS WEEK: 

❑ All items of uniform, coats, etc clearly named 
- we currently have 3 BOXES of unnamed lost 
property! 

❑  

“BRING YOUR GRANDPARENT TO 
SCHOOL” STORY AFTERNOON 
 

Friday 2 December 2022 @ 2.30pm 
 

On the final afternoon of Book Week we would love 
for grandparents to come into school at 2.30pm with 
a favourite book that they would like to read to their 
grandchild[ren] (or small group of children). It is 
always a magical time reading a book with a child 
and to have grandparents share this as well, just 
makes it more special.  

 

Due to space constraints we ask 
that only one grandparent per  
family attends this afternoon. The 
children will be in their houses so 
siblings will be able to spend this 
lovely time together too. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…   

       George, Seren, Theo C and Eliza  
       (all age 5) and Henry (age 7) 

SORRY TO SEE YOU GO 
It is with great sadness that we will be saying  
goodbye to Ms Kayes at the end of next week. Ms 
Kayes is heading off to start a new adventure in 
Eastbourne, where she will be closer to her family. 
She has been with the school for 14 years and I can 
truly say she has been a pillar of the school during 
this time. She knows so much about the workings of 
the school, where things are and lots more in  
between! We are going to miss her greatly and  
although she still has another week left, we would 
like to wish her the very best as she moves on to 
pastures new, as I am sure you will too.  

   ONCE A WEEK, TAKE A PEEK      It’s Friday!  Take a little look please! 

 DID YOU KNOW?....FIREWORKS  
 
Fireworks originated in China around 2000 years ago 

The birth of fireworks can be traced back to 7th century China. But there is further evidence that primitive  
Chinese firecrackers date back as far as 200BC. It is thought that a Chinese cook accidentally invented gunpowder 
by mixing three common kitchen ingredients! Today, it is estimated that China produces around 90% of the 
world’s fireworks. 

They were first used in England at a royal wedding 

Although fireworks were probably used in the UK from the late 13th century onwards, they didn’t become  
popular until at least 200 years later. The first documented use of fireworks in the UK is at the wedding of King 
Henry VII and Elizabeth of York, in 1486. The marriage marked the union of the long-sparring Yorkist and  
Lancastrian families, bringing peace after years of dynastic war.  

There used to be a Fire Master of England 

It wasn’t until the reign of Queen Elizabeth I that fireworks really took off across the nation. The queen found 
them so thrilling that she created the position of “Fire Master of England”. As the best and most respected  
fireworks-maker in England, he took charge of all royal displays. 

The bard loved a banger 
Shakespeare refers to fireworks in a number of his plays, suggesting that they were widely used by his lifetime. In 
‘Love’s Labour’s Lost’ one character states, “the king would have me present the princess, sweet chuck, with 
some delightful ostentation, or show, or pageant, or antique, or firework.” 

The largest ever firework display consisted of 810,904 fireworks 

According to Guinness World Records the biggest ever fireworks display was achieved by Iglesia Ni Cristo (Church 
of Christ) in the Philippines, who welcomed 2016 in with a record-breaking bang. The display lasted for 1 hour, 
1 minute and 32.35 seconds and, sadly, it poured with rain the whole way through. 

Disney is the largest consumer of fireworks in the world 

The Walt Disney Company is said to be the largest consumer of fireworks in the world. It is estimated that they 
spend around £45 million a year on their displays.  

FIREWORKS SAFETY 
With the darker nights come a number of events involving fireworks and bonfires, starting with Bonfire night 
tomorrow. This is a great time for children and adults alike, but remember to stay safe and heed advice. 

I have included a link below to an activity pack, that you may like to do with your child[ren]. It is from the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue service – but appropriate to anyone. 
 

 https://theriskfactory.org/Publications/Bonfire%20and%20Firework%20ACTIVITY%20PACK.pdf  

*** LOST PROPERTY *** 

Please check the boxes in the playground at pick up this afternoon to see if you recognise anything! 

https://stpetersinfant.org/school-calendar/
https://stpetersinfant.org/school-calendar/
https://theriskfactory.org/Publications/Bonfire%20and%20Firework%20ACTIVITY%20PACK.pdf


HOMEWORK 
 
BusyBees:    Phonics Practice—sheets in book bags 
Ladybirds:    Teen numbers  
         & learn your lines for the play  
Dragonflies: Compass Directions activity  
        & keep learning your lines for the play 

STARTING/MOVING SCHOOL  
SEPTEMBER 2023? 
 

Admission to Infant School for September 2023 
Parents of children who will be 5 years of age between 
the 1 September 2023 and 31 August 2024 and who 
wish their child to gain admission to our school will 
need to complete the Surrey Infant School Preference 
Form by 15 January 2023. You should also complete a 
School Supplementary Information Form if you are 
applying under the church criteria or as a sibling (of a 
current pupil or past pupil currently in Primary Years  
3-6) which needs to be received by the school office by  
15 January 2023). Details of how to apply are on the 
Surrey County Council website.  

Transition to Year 3 for September 2023 
Parents of current Year 2 children will need to apply for 
transition to Year 3 at Junior/Primary school. The  
deadline for this is also 15 January 2023. Details of how 
to apply are on the Surrey County Council website.   

 

Emergency information regarding the school  

will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM  

and the school website  Southwark Diocesan Board of Education 

Supporting Christian Education 

01883 712439  hello@stpetersinfant.org        www.stpetersinfant.org 

CLASS NEWS 

“Safeguarding is Everyone’s Business” 

BUSY BEES 
This week Busy Bees have been learning 
about 3D shapes. We focused on the  
properties of different shapes, exploring  
through hands on activities and play. We 
have enjoyed learning the “3D shapes RAP 
song”, the names of the 3D shapes, making 
3D shapes with playdough and lolly sticks 
and experimenting with the properties of 
the 3D shapes. We also have been learning 
about Guy Fawkes and the gunpowder plot, 
exploring the British traditions on Bonfire 
night. We have created some wonderful 
firework art. 

LADYBIRDS 
Ladybirds have been busy mathematicians this week. We have been looking at teen numbers 
and understanding that they are made up of ten and some ones. We have really enjoyed this 
topic and used lots of resources to help develop our understanding. In English we have used 
the story ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’  by Jill Tomlinson to focus our learning. We 
have been using adjectives to describe the character Plop the Barn Owl and we then planned 
and wrote our own version of the story. In History we have started our topic on significant 
people, starting with Guy Fawkes. We are really interested in the gunpowder plot and can tell 
you lots of information about it.  

DRAGONFLIES 
Dragonflies have settled back to school really well after the half term break. We have started a new book, 
“Dirty Bertie” by Alan MacDonald, which we are REALLY enjoying . The children have explored the character, 
describing him and then using the story format to plan their own versions. They used their plans to write their 
own, full version of the stories. We had several clever character names (Terrible Thomas, Eggy Evalyn, Cranky 
Cian, Horrid Harley .. to name a few). In Maths we have been investigating ordinal numbers and learning how 
 to position things in a list. We used this knowledge to learn how many days in each month and how to 
 write these correctly. For Geography we have been looking at compass directions. We used atlases to 
 find various locations around the world and compass directions to help us. We have already made a 
 good start on our Christmas play rehearsals and ask that the children continue to learn their lines at 
 home and practise when to say them. 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend. God bless,   Lenia Greenaway 

CHILD PROTECTION CONTACT CENTRE 

At St Peter’s we take the safety and well-being of every child very seriously. If you are ever concerned about a child please speak in confidence 
to our Designated Safeguarding Lead, Miss Greenaway or our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mr Atterton.  

If you feel you have not had a satisfactory response from us to any child protection issue, please phone the contact centre on:             
 

                 Tel: 0300 200 1006 

 

Fireworks dash through the sky, blazing with colour,  

Sparklers crackle in the darkness,  

Catherine wheels whizz showering light everywhere.  

As we see the patterns in the night sky, we remember the 

darkness that many children live in.  

We lift these children to you.  

As we watch the Catherine Wheel spin, we remember those 

who work to shower light into the lives of these children.  

We ask you to bless them with strength.  

As we watch the fireworks, we recognise that we can blaze 

colour into the lives of children in need.  

We ask you to open our eyes to the opportunities to do this.  

In your name we pray.  

Amen   

           CHURCH NEWS 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, TANDRIDGE 
 

 

Sunday 6 November 
8am   Holy Communion 
11am   All Age Worship 
2.30pm   Memorial Service @ St Mary’s Church 
4.30pm   Café Service @ St Mary’s Church, Oxted      
6.30pm   Evening Service 
 
 

Things to pray for and about:  
 

• For the people and land of Ukraine and the refugees now settled 
in Tandridge  
• For all currently struggling with hardship and financial worries  
• For parts of the world suffering the results of extreme weather 
conditions  
 
Link to Church Bulletin  >> https://stpeterstandridge.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?
ID=318847 

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY MARGE 

You may remember from my newsletter before half term that the children 
spent a lovely afternoon thinking about kindness and how we can show  
kindness to others with Grieg from the 52 Lives charity. The children heard 
about Marge, who was going to be celebrating her 100th birthday alone. They 
thought about what they could do to make her birthday special and then went 
on to make cards, pictures, flowers and even wrote jokes for her. This week we 
received this lovely message from Grieg:   
“Thank you so much for taking part in our Kindness Workshop recently. We sent the 
birthday cards the children made to Marge and she was so overwhelmed by their  
kindness. I have a photo that I thought you might like to share with them.” 
 

“NO ACT OF KINDNESS, HOWEVER SMALL, IS EVER WASTED.” 

mailto:info@stpetersinfant.org
http://www.stpetersinfant.org
https://stpeterstandridge.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=318847
https://stpeterstandridge.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=318847



