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“For I know the plans I have for you… plans to give you hope and a future” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It is really important in all our lives to take time to stop and reflect upon things that we have either learned or 
done (or want to do) before decisions can be made, actions repeated or knowledge and understanding to be 
processed and embedded. At school this week the children and staff did just this when we had our first ‘Pause 
Day’ on Thursday. As a whole school we took time to think very carefully about, and reflect upon, the true 
meaning of Advent, which begins next week. Our Pause Day started with the school meeting in the hall to 
think carefully about the meaning of Advent before participating in a range of activities around this theme. 
Reverend Ashton joined us at the beginning of the day to speak about Advent and invited the children to share 
their ideas with each other. This was lovely and Reverend Ashton was then able to join the children in their 
classrooms to see what they would be doing through the day. After lots of creative activities, the day was 
completed with everyone meeting again to celebrate their reflections and learning in a special Collective  
Worship.  

  ATTENDANCE  
  Please be aware that 
  The Education (Pupil Registration)  
 (England) (Amendment) Regulations  2013 states 
that Headteachers may NOT grant any leave of  
absence during term time unless there are very  
exceptional circumstances. The Headteacher  should 
determine the number of school days a child can be 
away from school if leave is granted.  

In accordance with the above Regulations, requests 
for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but 
only in exceptional circumstances can they be  
approved. Parents who take their child out of school 
for 10 sessions (five days) or more during term time, 
without the authority of the Headteacher, may each 
be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty Notices 
will be issued by the Local Authority.  The penalty is 
£60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice, 
rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days 
of receipt of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in 
full by the end of the 28-day period the Local  
Authority may prosecute the recipient for failing to 
ensure regular school attendance under section 444 
Education Act 1996.  

Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a 
Penalty Notice for each child who incurs  
unauthorised absences, for example, if there are two 
parents and one child, each parent will receive one 
Penalty Notice.  

Leave of absence request forms can be downloaded from 
the school website from the “News>> Letters and Forms”  
section or are available from the school office. A leave of 
absence request MUST be completed in advance for all 
planned absences.  

w/c 28 Nov Book Week with Scholastic Book Fair in hall before/after school 
  ** NO AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS during Book Week ** 
Mon 28 Nov 3.15pm Dragonflies Teatime in Tandridge Village Hall – All welcome  
Thurs 1 Dec Dress up day for Book Week 
Fri 2 Dec Friends of St Peter’s Reindeer Run  
  2.30pm Bring Your Grandparent to School  
Tues 6 Dec School tours for Prospective Parents—September 2023 Entry 
Wed 7 Dec 9.30am and 2.15pm Busy Bees Nativity Play 
Thurs 8 Dec 2pm KS1 Christmas Play “I’m Gonna Shine” 
Fri 9 Dec 2pm KS1 Christmas Play “I’m Gonna Shine” 
Mon 12 Dec Elfridges Christmas Shop 
Tues 13 Dec 3.15pm Friends Cinema Night 
Wed 14 Dec School Christmas Lunch 
Fri 16 Dec 9am Christmas Service at St Peter’s Church, Tandridge—All welcome 

ISSUE NO. 11 :   25 Nov 2022 

❑  THINGS TO CHECK THIS WEEK: 

❑ All items of uniform, coats, etc clearly named 
❑ No After School Clubs next week 

—make arrangements for pick up if necessary 

❑ Reindeer Run Sponsorship 

❑ Tell Grandparents about our parking rules if 
they are coming to storytime on Friday 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…   

       Joseph and Esmé (age 5) 

   ADVENT 

 
The season of Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to 
Christmas. At that time, the new Christian year begins 
with the twelve-day celebration of Christmastide, which 
lasts from Christmas Eve until Epiphany on 6 January.  

Advent begins on the Sunday that falls between  
27 November and 3 December each year—so, this year, 
Advent begins on Sunday 27 November. 

There are three meanings of 'coming' that Christians 
describe in Advent.  

The first, and most thought of, happened about 2000 
years ago when Jesus came into the world as a baby to 
live as a man and die for us.  

The second can happen now as Jesus wants to come into 
our lives now.  

And the third will happen in the future when Jesus comes 
back to the world as King and Judge, not a baby.  

No one is really sure when Advent was first celebrated but 
it dates back to at least 567ad when monks were ordered 
to fast during December leading up to Christmas.  

 
Advent Candles   

 There are two types of candle(s) that are used to count 
down to Christmas Day in Advent. The first looks like a 
normal candle but has the days up to Christmas Day 
marked down the candle. On the first of December the 
candle is lit and burnt down to the first line on the candle. 
The same is done every day and then the rest of the 
candle is burnt on Christmas day.   

Lutheran Churches in Scandinavia used 24 little candles to 
count down through December from the 1700s.  

 An Advent Crown is another form of candles that are used 
to count down Advent. These are often used in Churches 
rather than in people's homes. The crown is often made 
up of a wreath of greenery and has four candles round the 
outside and one in the middle or in a separate place. 
Sometimes a more traditional candelabra is used to  
display the five candles.  

One candle is lit on the first Sunday of Advent, two are lit 
on the second Sunday and so on. Each candle has a  
different meaning but focus on one of the four virtues 
Jesus brings us: Hope, Love, Joy and Peace.  

Others consider the lighting of the first candle to  
symbolize expectation, the second to symbolize hope, the 
third joy and the fourth purity. The Christ candle is lit on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day reminding Christians  
that Jesus is the light of the world. The order and exact  
wording vary among churches, but the wreath continually 
reminds us of whom we are called to be as followers of 
Jesus.  

In Germany this fifth candle is known as the 'Heiligabend' 
and is lit on Christmas Eve.  

In many churches, the colour purple is used to signify the 
season of Advent. On the third Sunday, representing 
Mary, the colour is sometimes changes to pink or rose.  

 

Christmas for children on the Autism Spectrum  

Christmas can be a super exciting time, but  
equally a challenging time for some of our  
children who find the buzz and chaos of shoppers 
and music a little too much. So I have included a 
very useful link below which some parents and 
carers may be interested in.  

Whilst the Christmas period is exciting for many children, 
for those with ASC, it can lead to anxiety and fear.  
Changes to routine, surprises and noise can all lead to 
panic attacks and meltdowns. Here are some resources to 
support autistic children you may  
find useful:  

Christmas tips 
(Ambitious about Autism)  

Tips (autism.org.uk)  

W/C MON 28 NOVEMBER  
WITH BOOK FAIR IN SCHOOL HALL 

 
MON, TUES ,WED, THURS 8.45am—9am 

MON, TUES, WED, THURS 3.15pm—3.40pm 

2022 

https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/topics/leisure/christmas/tips


HOMEWORK 
 
BusyBees:    Practice letters j, v and w.  
 

Ladybirds:    Positional language   
 

Dragonflies: Partitioning 

 

Emergency information regarding the school  

will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM  

and the school website  Southwark Diocesan Board of Education 

Supporting Christian Education 

01883 712439  hello@stpetersinfant.org        www.stpetersinfant.org 

CLASS NEWS 

BUSY BEES 
This week Busy Bees have been exploring the story of The Gingerbread Man.  
We have read different versions of the story from different countries, had  
Gingerbread Man maths activities, puppets, a new role play area "Mrs Claus’s  
Kitchen" and we also made Gingerbread Man biscuits ourselves. On yesterday’s 
Pause Day we learned about Advent. We created stained glass windows using tissue 
paper in the Advent colours (pink and purple). 

LADYBIRDS 
Ladybirds have been rehearsing lots for the Christmas 
play and we are really enjoying doing this. In History, 
we have been learning about the life of Ruby Bridges 
and sequencing events from her life. In English, we 
have been focusing on using adjectives in our writing, 
while still remembering we always need full stops and  
capital letters. We have enjoyed our Pause Day,  
thinking about advent and what it means and creating 
our own advent calendars. 

DRAGONFLIES 
This week has been very creative for Dragonflies. We have designed and made felt penguin and salt dough 
decorations to hang on our Christmas trees. You can see them at the Tandridge Tea on Monday! In English we 
planned and then wrote our own versions of “Lost and Found” by Oliver Jeffers, changing the characters and 
locations to meet our story plans. We have also continued our focus on key English skills and explaining  
elements of writing. We enjoyed our Advent focus Pause Day where we created Christingles and explained 
what each element represented. Our Christmas play preparations continue to go well. Please could your child  
continue to focus on expression and volume when practising their lines at home.  

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. 

God bless,   Lenia Greenaway 

Dear Father God, 

please pour out Your blessings upon our whole 
school community so that everyone grows in the 

knowledge of Your truth, love, wisdom and peace.  

In Jesus name we pray.  

Amen. 

           CHURCH NEWS 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, TANDRIDGE 
 

 

Sunday 28 November 
11am    Family Communion  
4.30pm   Café Service @ St Mary’s Church, Oxted      
6.30pm   Advent Carol Service  
 
 

Things to pray for and about:  
 

• For the people and land of Ukraine and the refugees now settled 
in Tandridge  
• For all currently struggling with hardship and financial worries  
 
Link to Church Bulletin  >> https://stpeterstandridge.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?
ID=320058 
 

Volunteering – if you’d like to volunteer to be part of one of our activities, 
services or projects in either church, please talk to James or contact the Parish 
Office.  

ONCE A WEEK, TAKE A PEEK    
   

It’s Friday!  Take a little look please! 

Each term a class in the school has the opportunity 
to make their own items to sell at our Teatime Event 
in Tandridge Village Hall while the parents of that 
class kindly make cakes and sell refreshments. 
 
To start us off the Dragonflies Class will be selling 
their special fabric penguins and salt dough  
Christmas tree decorations alongside teas, coffees 
and cakes.  We would absolutely love you to join us 
for this and to support the children in their  
enterprise. Everyone is welcome and we would love 
to see as many of you as possible. Please DO pop in 
for a quick afternoon tea treat after visiting the book 
fair. 

ST PETER’S CHRISTMAS POSTAL SERVICE 

One of our many traditions at St Peter’s School is for the children to use our special 
Christmas post service to post their cards to each other or staff over this festive 
period. Our Christmas Postbox will be in the library from Thursday 1 Dec so that the 
children can post their cards if they wish from this date. Children from Ladybirds 
and Dragonflies will be our ‘Posties’ and sort and deliver the cards around school.  
If your child[ren] would like to write some Christmas cards to others in the school 
the last posting date will be Wednesday 14 December. Please encourage your child 
to write full name and class on the envelope to help with sorting. Thank you 

   

HOUSE TEAM POINTS 

106 166 162 Well 
done 

House Team Points are awarded for good 
learning, behaviour, manners, and for  
displaying our Christian Values.  
Congratulations this week to York house and 
Southwark, a very close second! 
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