
 
 

DIARY DATES 

HEADTEACHER’S  WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you… plans to give you hope and a future” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As you walk around the school the flurry of activity and excitement for learning is palpable. It is so wonderful 
to feel, let alone see, the joy for learning that is evident in all the classrooms. The Dragonflies continue to 
investigate the Titanic and are incredible when debating the pro’s and cons of different sources of evidence. 
The huge model of the Titanic they are making with Jane, is both superb and… virtually finished. It is an  
excellent example of the creativity and enthusiasm of the children. They can tell you amazing facts about this 
period in history. Every day is a school day, not just for children! 

The Ladybirds are developing their story writing skills and are having a great time devising different adventures 
for the character of Plop from ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’ by Jill Tomlinson. I must also say they 
have been working extremely hard on their handwriting development and phonics; the progress I am seeing is 
fantastic! 

As for the Busy Bees, I have already told them that I am so impressed with their writing and information recall 
that I think they are Year 1 children already! They have wowed me every day this week with different aspects 
of learning and their great attitudes to all they do. They have been building rockets, wowing me with space 
facts, practicing new phonic sounds and create ‘part, part, whole’ models in Maths. What great achievements. 
I have to also mention Poppy who brought in additional phonic/handwriting as well after we learnt the new 
‘or’ sound. Superb!  

I hope, for those of you who can make it to our E-safety information morning next Tuesday, you too will be 
very impressed with the children as you pop into the classrooms to see their IT learning, after the parent  
information session. 

Tues 6 Feb Safer Internet Day with E-Safety Parent Information Session at 9am 
Thurs 8 Feb Ladybirds and Dragonflies Class Trip to Shah Jahan Mosque, Woking 
w/c 12 Feb Spring Half Term 
w/c 19 Feb Science Week 
Fri 8 Mar 2.30pm Mothers Day Assembly 
Fri 15 Mar Red Nose Day for Comic Relief 
Mon 18 Mar 3.15pm Ladybirds Friendship Teatime in Tandridge Village Hall—All welcome 

ISSUE NO. 18:   2 Feb 2024 

❑  THINGS TO CHECK THIS WEEK: 

❑ Please check that all items of uniform, coats, 
etc are clearly named 

❑  

It’s Friday! ... ONCE A 
WEEK, TAKE A PEEK    
   

 

CANDLEMAS 
 

Today is Candlemas, celebrated on 2 February, 40 days after the birth of Jesus, 
to remember when Mary went to the Temple in Jerusalem for ritual purification. 
Mary and Joseph presented their baby son to God as an act of thanksgiving and 
met the prophets Simeon and Anna. Simeon blessed Jesus and called him “a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” Luke 2.32 

In pre-Christian times, this date was a festival of light, as it marked the mid-point 
of winter, halfway between the shortest day of the year and the spring equinox. 
At Candlemas, Christians have traditionally blessed candles to be used in church 
in the coming year.    

 FAITH GROUP NEWS 
 

 Our Faith Group had a lovely meeting with Mrs Vaquinhas, myself, Reverend Ashton and our RE  
 governor, Claire Roberts on Friday last week. The children discussed many things from our Prayer Tree 
in the hall to ‘What do we think Spirituality means?’ This last question can be extremely hard even for adults to 
answer but we had some great responses;  ‘Thinking, reflection, love, having peaceful moments in the Peace 
Garden’. Following on from the Faith Group meeting, Elsie in Busy Bees Class wrote this prayer: 

 

If you were asked what spirituality means to you – what 
might you say?  Please do feel free to email in some of 
your responses. It would be lovely to hear them.  

      DID YOU KNOW? 
         Fun fact, especially for the Busy Bees who   
         are studying Space at the moment.... 
 
Have you ever wondered why we have  
a leap year? 

It takes approximately 365.25 days for Earth to 
orbit the Sun — a solar year. We usually round 
the days in a calendar year to 365. To make up 
for the missing partial day, we add one day to  
our calendar approximately every four years. 
That is a leap year. 

If you want to find out more about this please do 
follow the NASA Space Place link below: 

https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/leap-year/en/ 
#:~:text=It%20takes%20approximately%20365.25%20days,calend
ar%20approximately%20every%20four%20years.  

PUBLIC HEALTH MESSAGE: MEASLES 
 

You may have seen in the news recently that cases of measles are rising across 
England, including among children. It’s an infection that spreads very easily and for some people 
can cause serious problems. 

There’s no specific medical treatment for measles, so it’s important to get vaccinated as it’s the 
best protection against becoming seriously unwell. The measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) 
vaccine is one of the routine childhood vaccinations, so most children are already vaccinated 
against measles. Children are offered a vaccine free on the NHS at 12-months-old and then a 
second dose when they turn 3yrs 4mths old. If your child has received both doses of the vaccine, 
they are unlikely to have the virus. Those that are unsure of their vaccination status are encouraged to contact their GP who can  
arrange  vaccinations as you can catch up at any age.  
 

What are the symptoms of measles?   Measles usually starts with cold-like symptoms, followed by a rash a few days later. Some 
people may also get small spots in their mouth. Find out more on the NHS website.  
 

What should you do if you think your child has measles?   You should ask for an urgent GP appointment or get help from NHS 111 if 
you think you or your child may have measles. Don’t go to the GP or any other healthcare setting without calling ahead first. If your 
child has been diagnosed with measles by a doctor, they should stay off nursery or school for at least 4 days from when the rash first 
appears. They should also avoid close contact with babies and anyone who is pregnant or has a weakened immune system. If your 
child has been vaccinated, it’s very unlikely that they have measles. School attendance is vitally important to your child’s learning and 
health. According to the NHS, it’s fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold, provided they don’t have a 
temperature. 

Dear Father God, 
 

I hope you can do everything for us. 
And the world is good for you, 
And you are always our friend.  Amen. 

The rash starts on the face and behind the ears before spreading to the rest 
of the body. The spots of the measles rash are sometimes raised and join 
together to form blotchy patches. They're not usually itchy.  

https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/leap-year/en/#:~:text=It%20takes%20approximately%20365.25%20days,calendar%20approximately%20every%20four%20years.
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/leap-year/en/#:~:text=It%20takes%20approximately%20365.25%20days,calendar%20approximately%20every%20four%20years.
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/leap-year/en/#:~:text=It%20takes%20approximately%20365.25%20days,calendar%20approximately%20every%20four%20years.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/


 

 

 Emergency information regarding the school  

will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM  

and the school website  
Southwark Diocesan Board of Education 

Supporting Christian Education 

01883 712439  hello@stpetersinfant.org        www.stpetersinfant.org 

CLASS NEWS 

I wish you all a wonderful weekend with lots of happiness and  
laughter. Saturday is the midpoint of winter for this year – spring is 
on its way!! 

God Bless,  Lenia Greenaway 

 
 
 

Heavenly Father,  

 
As we enter February, we pray for good 
health, strength, and well-being for ourselves 

and our loved ones. 

 
Bless us with vitality and resilience this  
February. May we enjoy physical, mental, and 

emotional wellness. 

 
May we embrace healthy habits, positive 

choices, and a deep kindness towards other. 

 

Amen. 

 

Emergency information regarding the school  

will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM  
Southwark Diocesan Board of Education 

Supporting Christian Education 

01883 712439  hello@stpetersinfant.org        www.stpetersinfant.org 

Phone: 01883 714263 
Email: stmaryoxted.stpetertandridge@gmail.com   
https://stpeterstandridge.uk/Groups/343723/St_Peters_Church.aspx 
 

Sunday 4 February 
8am   Holy Communion  
11am    All Age Worship 
4.30pm   Café Service @ St Mary’s, Oxted    
6.30pm   Evening Prayer 
Prayer of the week 
God our creator, 
who in the beginning commanded the light to shine out of darkness: 
we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
may dispel the darkness of ignorance and unbelief, 
shine into the hearts of all your people, 
and reveal the knowledge of your glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

CHILD PROTECTION CONTACT CENTRE 

At St Peter’s we take the safety and well-being of every child very 
seriously. If you are ever concerned about a child please speak in 
confidence to our Designated Safeguarding Lead, Miss Greenaway 
or our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads, Mr Atterton and 
Mrs Vaquinhas. If you feel you have not had a satisfactory  
response from us to any child protection issue, please phone the 
contact centre on:                                 
 

           Tel: 0300 200 1006 

“Safeguarding is Everyone’s Business” 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, TANDRIDGE 

BUSY BEES 
This week has been "Blast off!" in Busy Bees. The children construct-
ed their rockets using their imagination, creativity and DT skills and I 
have to say they I have an amazing job. All the rockets are brilliant. 
They also learned about the work and life of Vincent Van Gogh and 
painted their own interpretation of "Starry Night". Busy Bees ex-
plored day and night skies and learned why it gets dark and why we 
have day time. They also deepened their knowledge and learnt all 
about the Moon and the Sun. In Maths we developed confidence in 
using the part-part-whole model, identifying the whole and the parts 
and understanding that the combined parts make the whole. The key 
vocabulary introduced this week was "altogether" to describe the 
combined parts.  

LADYBIRDS 
Ladybirds have had another brilliant week of learning. In English we 
have been looking at the story “The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark” 
by Jill Tomlinson. We planned and then wrote our own chapter of the 
story. Our stories are fantastic! In Maths we have started to look at 
early multiplication using arrays. We have been persevering with this 
and we are getting better each day we practice. In Science we looked 
at birds—their habitat and lots of facts about them. In Geography we 
learned about camels and how they adapt to live in the desert.  

 

 

HOMEWORK 

 
Busy Bees:   Space sentence writing  
 
Ladybirds:    Early multiplication 
 

Dragonflies: Time 

DRAGONFLIES 
Dragonflies have been completing lots of assessments  
this week. They have tried some Maths and Reading  
challenges, and completed these with confidence.  
In English we have enjoyed stories about ‘Mrs Armitage’  
by Quentin Blake and started to plan a ‘Mrs Armitage’ story 
of our own, adding items to her pair of roller skates.  
In Maths we have looked at telling the time and begun with 
o’clock/half past. In History we have thought about the  
reliability of information sources – debating whether we  
can trust what a source tells us. In Art and DT we have 
continued making our large scale model Titanic as a class.  
It is looking very impressive!  

   

HOUSE TEAM POINTS  

27 30 27 

Well 
done 

PROVIDING HOPE FOR CAPE VERDE 

Tilly and Louis’ mummy, Nicola will be taking donations to Cape 
Verde to support a school and the elderly in one of the shanty towns 
on the island. If you are able to support her by supplying any of the 
items on the wish list she would be most grateful. We will have a box 
in the visitor area of school for any donations you are able to offer. 
Thank you in advance. The list is also available on the school  
Facebook page.  

“The heavens declare the glory of God;  
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”        
                                                                                      Pslam 19:1 
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