
dancing. 26 So he called one of the 
servants and asked him what was 
going on. 27 ‘Your brother has 
come,’ he replied, ‘and your father 
has killed the fattened calf because 
he has him back safe and sound.’ 

28 “The older brother became angry 
and refused to go in. So his father 
went out and pleaded with him. 
29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! 
All these years I’ve been slaving for 
you and never disobeyed your  
orders. Yet you never gave me 
even a young goat so I could  
celebrate with my friends. 30 But 
when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with  
prostitutes comes home, you kill the 
fattened calf for him!’ 

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are 
always with me, and everything I 
have is yours. 32 But we had to  
celebrate and be glad, because this 
brother of yours was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is 
found.’                     LUKE 15:11-32  
                        New International Version (NIV) 

11 Jesus continued: “There was a 
man who had two sons. 12 The 
younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the 
estate.’ So he divided his property 
between them. 

13 “Not long after that, the younger 
son got together all he had, set off 
for a distant country and there 
squandered his wealth in wild living. 
14 After he had spent everything, 
there was a severe famine in that 
whole country, and he began to be 
in need. 15 So he went and hired 
himself out to a citizen of that  
country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his 
stomach with the pods that the pigs 
were eating, but no one gave him 
anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he 
said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have food to spare, and 
here I am starving to death! 18 I will 
set out and go back to my father and 
say to him: Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. 19  

I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; make me like one of your 
hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and 
went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion for him; he ran to 
his son, threw his arms around him 
and kissed him. 

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and 
against you. I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son.’ 

22 “But the father said to his  
servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best 
robe and put it on him. Put a ring on 
his finger and sandals on his feet. 
23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 
Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 
24 For this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and 
is found.’ So they began to  
celebrate. 

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in 
the field. When he came near the 
house, he heard music and  

Read Together…. 

FORGIVENESS 

This term we will be focusing in school on the value FORGIVENESS.  
We hope you will find these ideas helpful as you explore the value with  
your child. 

“...he was lost and is found.” 

THE PARABLE OF THE LTHE PARABLE OF THE LOST SONOST SON  

FORGIVEN! 
“Forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ.”     

                                                               EPHESIANS 4:32  
 
God tells us to forgive others. But 
you say, how can I forgive them 
when what they did was wrong?  
How can we forgive? We can’t. Not 
by ourselves. 
The only way is if Jesus’s love fills up 
our hearts. When we think of Jesus 
dying for us, loving us, forgiving us 
—when we didn't deserve it—how 
can we not forgive others? 
Jesus will help you do what you 
cannot do. 
The strange thing is, we may think if 
we forgive someone we’re letting 
them off—just letting them go free! 
But do you know? It’s exactly the 
other way around. When you  
forgive, you do let someone go 
free—you set a prisoner free! But 
that prisoner is you. 

In school this term, the children 
have been thinking about  
forgiveness and what that means 
to them and others.  
 
 
We have talked about forgiveness 
as being more than just saying 
‘sorry’. It is about forgiving and 
forgetting; being repentant; and 
reconciliation of friendships and 
relationships. 

The experience of forgiveness is at the 
heart of the Christian gospel. It is a  
forgiveness won by Christ's work on the 
cross which Christians believe is where 
God's love and justice meet. The need 
for forgiveness is universal, because  
every one in some way shares in the guilt 
of messing up their own lives, the lives of 
others or the generous gift of this world 
to us by God. We need to feel pardoned 
and there is a longing to start again with 
a clean sheet. The experience of being 
forgiven through the mysterious work of 
the cross is the motivation to love and 
change that energises Christians to live 
differently and better. God promises the 
gift of his Holy Spirit to help them do 
just that 



FORGIVENESS 

Think together 

about….. 

 

When did I last say sorry? 
 
Who do I need to forgive? 
 
Why is it hard to forgive? 
 
What does it feel like to be 
forgiven? 
 
How many times must I 
forgive someone? 

 

DID YOU KNOW?.... 
 

A daisy is the flower  
associated with  

forgiveness 

HOMEHOME——SCHOOL CHALLENGESCHOOL CHALLENGE  
1. Create an Acrostic poem for the word FORGIVEN 
                                           Forgiveness is…. 
                         Following God’s lead 
                        Offering a hand 
                        Remembering how we would want to be treated……. 
 
2. Can you create a piece of dramatic piece of art work which turns the five letters of ANGER 
into the five letters of SORRY? Create some interesting letter shapes that show the transitions 
from one letter into another and colour in the letters significantly. 

Forgiveness - the giving and 
receiving of forgiveness - is at the 
heart of the Lord's Prayer and is 
highlighted by Jesus at the end by 
an additional comment: 
'If you forgive others for the 
wrongs they do to you, your 
Father in heaven will forgive you. 
But if you don't forgive others, 
your Father will not forgive your 
sins' 
                 (Matthew 6:14-15). 

Play a game with a spinner that 
has various opening lines for a 
sentence about forgiveness. As it 
lands on one of these, ask your 
child to complete the sentence.  
e.g. I find it hard to say sorry 
when… ; When you say sorry it 
helps if …. ; When someone says 
sorry it helps to... 

Always forgive your enemies - nothing annoys them so much — Oscar Wilde 

What if someone keeps hurting me? 
Forgiveness does not mean that you should let the 
other person keep on hurting you. If someone keeps 
on being unkind and nasty, speak to your mum or dad, 
or let your teacher know about the problem.         
Hurting others is never okay! 

Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet sheds on the heel that has crushed it.  
                                                                                                                                                      Mark Twain 

TIME FOR 

SOME FUN 

The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong— Mahatma Ghandi 

Forgiveness does not 
change the past, but it 
does enlarge the future.  
                        Paul Boese 

I can forgive, but I cannot forget, is only another 

way of saying, I will not forgive. Forgiveness 

ought to be like a cancelled note - torn in two, 

and burned up, so that it never can be shown 

against one.                                     Henry Ward Beecher 

Can you find out 
who these people 
are and why they 

are famous for their  
forgiving qualities? 


