
DIARY DATES 

 Sat 25 Jan Deadline for responses to the Consultation on Proposed Changes to St Mary’s Admission Policy 
 Tues 28 Jan Dragonflies Class Trip to NorthWest Surrey Synagogue 
 Tues 4 Feb Ladybirds Class Trip to NorthWest Surrey Synagogue 
 Tues 11 Feb 9am-10am ICT and E-Safety Open Morning with Parent Information Session and open classroom 
 Fri 14 Feb INSET Day—School closed for staff training 
 Mon 24 Feb Back to school 
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“For I know the plans I have for you… plans to give you hope and a future” 
Jeremiah 29:11 
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AFTER SCHOOL FOOTBALL 

There are spaces remaining in After School Football on Tuesday 
afternoons. Football is open to all year groups and to both boys 
and girls—and we would really love to encourage more of our girls 
to join in with this great game. The club promotes teamwork and 
friendship as well as developing basic skills such as concentration, 
discipline and tenacity. If your child would 
like to try a session of football you can sign 
them up for a trial with BBSoccer using the  
following link  >> www.bbsoccer.co.uk 
 
Please remember to also notify the school 
office if your child is attending a trial  
session. Thank you. 

ATTENDANCE 

Please be aware that St Peter’s C of E  Infant School does not approve term-time holiday 
absence.  

We do all we can to encourage full attendance and identify and act promptly on any factors 
which affect this as outlined in our Attendance Policy. The Education Inclusion Office can, and 
does, issue fines to parents for unauthorised absence from school.  

May I remind you that under no circumstances will family holidays and other events that 
involve children being taken out of school in term time be authorised unless they are to 
attend another educational establishment, or are for medical reasons. The absence will be 
recorded as unauthorised, as per the new attendance guidance that came into effect from 
August 2024. 

The changes to guidance include unauthorised absence, holidays and persistent absentees. 
The issuing of a Penalty Notice has changed, and the fine has increased. The circumstances 
where a fine may be given has also been updated. For example, please see below:  

The Inclusion Service, acting on behalf of Surrey County Council may issue a Penalty Notice 
as an alternative to the prosecution of a parent/carer for their child’s unauthorised absence 
from school and requires the recipient to pay a fixed amount.   

If a parent/carer has not incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children in a rolling 
3 year period since 19 August 2024, then the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of 
£160.00 per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if 
paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in 
Surrey County Council considering legal proceedings against the parent/carer in the  
Magistrates Court.  

If a parent/carer has incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children since  
19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year period will be activated from the date of the first penalty 
notice and the second penalty notice will be charged at the flat rate of £160.00 per 
parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. There will be no reduction for payment  
within 21 days. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council  
considering legal proceedings in the Magistrates Court.  

I recognise that some children will not be of compulsory school age yet, however, when  
parents place their child in full time education, they are accepting responsibility and  
committing to the regulations of the school for full time education (unless discussed with the 
school first) for their child from the moment they are placed on roll.  

I am sure you will appreciate that holidays during term time are very disruptive for the  
children involved, their classmates and their teachers alike. However much you may ask for 
additional learning materials to be sent home, they are missing out on all aspects of school 
life including the importance of socializing with their peers and missing specific topics or 
events, which they can then find rather tricky to adjust back into and catch up on upon their 
return. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It may have been ‘Blue Monday’ this week, but there was definitely no sign of this at school. As always the children have had a busy week.  
We were treated to a great assembly on Tuesday by Phil Hosp, Group Lead Volunteer & Hurst Green Cubs Team Leader - 1st Oxted Scouts, to talk to them about a new 
Beavers group that they would like to establish in Hurst Green. He showed the children lots of interesting equipment that they use for all sorts of exciting activities 
and trips. There will be an open evening of activities on Tuesday 4 February. If you would like further details please see the poster in the “Noticeboard” section of this 
newsletter or contact Phil directly at: phil.hosp@1stoxtedscouts.com.   
 
Reverend Ashton led Collective Worship on Wednesday, talking to the children about ‘Peace ‘and how this can come out of friendship and talking to  
one another. He surprised us all with a very interesting piece of information that none of us knew! “Jelly Babies”, when created by Bassetts, were  
originally known as “Peace Babies”. They were launched as ‘Peace Babies’ in 1918 to celebrate the ending of World War 1. However, they stopped  
production during World War 2 due to not being able to get the ingredients. When they were re-launched in 1953 they were then called “Jelly Babies”.  
The sweets were invented in 1864 by an Austrian immigrant working at Fryers of Lancashire and were originally marketed in 1885  
as "Unclaimed Babies” - what a sad name!  
 

Jelly Babies come with their own personas – even their own names! The Jelly Baby gang consists of Bubbles  
(the yellow one), Baby Bonny (that’s the red one – to you and me), Boofuls (the green jelly baby), Bigheart (the dark purple,  
blackcurrant flavoured baby) and Bumper (by process of elimination, Bumper is, of course, the orange one)! Boofuls appears to 
be crying, but don’t worry, nothing terrible has happened – Boofuls is just a little sensitive. In a 1993 Jelly Babies advert, it was 
revealed the Boofuls cries at everything – whether she’s happy or sad – “she’s a real cry baby”.  

 
On Thursday, members of Dragonflies Class presented their docu-drama about the Titanic to the rest of the school. They had added some addition songs to their  
performance and Joseph played the piano. This just gives us a wonderful example of how the children become thoroughly engaged in their topics and the joy it brings 

Bubbles 

Boofuls 

Baby Bonny Bumper 

Bigheart 

http://www.bbsoccer.co.uk
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and the school website  
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BUSY BEES 
This week Busy Bees have been learning all about stars, constellations and the Solar System planets. We 
created and named our own constellations and learnt about the life cycle of the different stars. We also 
learned about the life of Vincent Van Gogh and created our own versions of his famous painting "Starry 
Night". We explored the story "Bob the Man on the Moon" by Simon Bartram and wrote about our  
favourite part of the story. In Maths we have been exploring odd and even numbers and counting in 2's. 

Homework: Around 5pm tomorrow evening (25 Jan) a planetary alignment, one of the greatest planetary displays in 
years, will take place. Also known as a planet parade, six planets will line up in a row across the night sky. Venus, Mars, 
Jupiter and Saturn will be visible to the naked eye and Neptune and Uranus can be seen through a telescope.  If possible 
I would like the Busy Bees to witness this event and record their findings using photographs or drawing and writing a 
few words or sentences about this amazing event. There are many stargazing apps available which you may find useful. 
You may also want to consider visiting the observatory at Kenley. There is no need to book and it is free. Details on their 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/CroydonAstronomicalSociety/  or see www.croydonastro.org.uk/observatory 

LADYBIRDS 
Ladybirds have had a practical week this week. In Maths we have been learning about 3D shapes, learning their names and investigating whether they can roll or 
stack. We have also tried making some shapes using nets. As part of our outdoor learning, we used sticks and other natural materials to make 3D shapes. In RE we 
have been learning about the Jewish faith. We have looked carefully at Jewish artefacts and can now confidently name them and talk about what they are used for. 
Today we are going to be making Havdalah candles out of clay and pipe cleaners, which we are very excited about. 
 
Homework: 3D Shapes 

   

HOUSE TEAM POINTS 

41 35 24 

Well 
done 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…            

Rosie (age 5) 

Keep smiling, there is light at the end of the tunnel! By mid-January, daylight will increase by 
about 2 minutes a day. By the 20 February, it’s up to 3 minutes per day so we will be up to 10 
hours, 53 minutes of daylight. Now that is something to look forward to!  
 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 
 

God Bless, Lenia Greenaway 

Loving God, 

help us to work for peace, 

and to pray for peace, 

believing that all people are your children. 

Amen. 

CHILD PROTECTION CONTACT CENTRE 

At St Peter’s we take the safety and well-being of every child very seriously.  

If you are ever concerned about a child please speak in confidence to our  
Designated Safeguarding Lead, Miss Greenaway or our Deputy Designated  
Safeguarding Leads, Mr Atterton and Mrs Vaquinhas, or telephone Surrey Child 
Services contact centre on: 
 
                                 

                            Tel: 0300 200 1006 

“Safeguarding is Everyone’s Business” 

  PLEASE NAME ALL GLOVES, HATS, SCARVES, COATS coming in to school! 

Emergency information regarding the school  

will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM  

and the school website  

CHURCH NEWS 

 

Our services this Sunday: 

11am          Family Service 
6.30pm      Evening Prayer 
 
A digital version of the Parish Magazine has been created by voluntary members of Tandridge Village. Although 
it took a little while to work out logistics you are able to access the December copy here. It is a very good read, if I say so myself!  

>> St Peter’s Church & Tandridge Village Magazine 

Friday 14 February 

DRAGONFLIES 
We have been very busy investigating history sources in Dragonflies this 
week. We used a mix of primary and secondary sources and decided if 
we felt these sources were reliable by asking – do they have a reason to 
lie?; do they support what we know?; and who provided the sources of 
information?  In Maths we have continued to work with fractions. We 
are now finding fractions that aren’t just one part and we are exploring 
the concept of remainders, applying this to word problems. In Science 
we have conducted another material hunt, looking for fabric around the 
school. We then compared and contrasted this to other materials. In 
English we have started to write our versions of the ‘Up’ film, using clips 
from the film as a guide. In DT we have studied models of the Titanic 
and then created our own using clay which we will paint on Monday 
and put on display. 

Homework: Research: Transport through History 

"You could actually walk miles along the decks and passages covering different ground all the time. I was thoroughly familiar with pretty 

well every type of ship afloat but it took me 14 days before I could, with confidence, find my way from one part of that ship to another."  

                                                                                                                                                                            -Charles Lightoller, Second Officer aboard Titanic  
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NOTICE BOARD 

Enter by 25 January 2025 




