
DIARY DATES 

 Tues 4 Feb Ladybirds Class Trip to NorthWest Surrey Synagogue 
 Tues 11 Feb Safer Internet Day 
   9am-10am ICT and E-Safety Open Morning with Parent Information Session and open classrooms 
 Fri 14 Feb INSET Day—School closed for staff training 
 Mon 24 Feb Back to school 
 w/c 24 Feb St Peter’s Science Week 
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“The best education does not happen at a desk, but rather engaged in everyday living  
– hands on, exploring, in active relationship with life” -  Vince Gowman  

In their RE studies this term both Year 1 and Year 2 are studying Judaism. As part of this, the Dragonflies visited the North West Surrey Synagogue in Weybridge this 
week. They had an amazing time looking at all the different artefacts that can be found in a synagogue such as The Ark and the Torah Scrolls. They looked at the 
different artefacts used for specific festivals and even had a go at trying to blow a shofar horn. (The shofar is blown in synagogue services on Rosh Hashanah [Jewish 
new year] and at the end of Yom Kippur; it is also blown every weekday morning in the month of Elul running up to Rosh Hashanah). 

They certainly showed how brilliant they were by answering lots of questions, identifying the artefacts and saying what they are used for. The Ladybirds will be visiting 
the synagogue next week and I know the volunteers who do the tours are already planning some dancing and singing for the children. What a wonderful experience 
to support and bring to life their learning. Thank you so much to the Friends who have covered the cost of these trips using funds raised at recent FOSP events. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have had a lovely week with a surprise letter being delivered to the Dragonflies Class on Tuesday. At the beginning of the autumn term the 
class wrote a letter to His Majesty the King. They had been inspired to design some ‘King’s Pants’ after reading the book ‘The King’s Pants’ by 
Nicholas Allen. As this was a while ago now, the reply came as a lovely, but unexpected surprise, to the class. In the letter they were told that 
the King had enjoyed looking at their illustrations thoughtful questions What a wonderful surprise to have come from Buckingham Palace. 

Did you know?... that Hebrew writing is written from right to left rather than the usual way of writing or reading from left to right. We learnt that the reason for this is that, in 
ancient times, when chiseling out words on a stone tablet, the engraver would hold the hammer in his stronger hand (usually the right hand) and the chisel in the left hand, making 
it much easier to write from right to left. As writing tools developed to include ink on parchment or a stylus on clay, scribes began to write from left to right so as not to smudge the 
letters. However, by the time this happened, Hebrew and other Semitic languages were already “set in stone,” so as to speak, so they continued to be written from right to left. 

In Chinese tradition, each year is represented by one of 12 zodiac animals each possessing a unique set of qualities: rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, 
dragon, snake, horse, ram (or goat), monkey, rooster, dog and pig. Each animal is believed to hold and represent character traits for 
individuals born in that year, which can influence and impact friendships, personalities, relationships, and even your fortune and luck!  
There is a 12-year-cycle in Chinese culture; this is why there are 12 zodiac animals! But why and how were the zodiac animals chosen? 
They raced across a river to win their place!  

The story goes that a race was organised by the Jade Emperor - one of the most important gods in traditional Chinese religion - who invited all the animals in the world to take part. 
Twelve species turned up at the start line: a pig, dog, rooster, monkey, sheep, horse, snake, dragon, rabbit, tiger, ox and rat. As a reward for turning up, the Emperor named a year in the 
zodiac after each one, while the race would determine the order each animal would be placed. The course included a huge river which every creature, large or small, had to cross.  

The exhausted rat used its cunning to navigate the water by persuading the kindly ox to let it sit on its head as it crossed. Rather than say thank you on the other side, the rat made a 
dash for the finish with the ox not far behind. That’s why the rat is first creature in the cycle, followed by the ox. Not surprisingly, the tiger ran a good race but the current in the river sent 
it a little off-course. It recovered enough to cross the line behind the ox and so comes in at number three in the Chinese zodiac. Next up was the rabbit. Also tired by the race, it almost 
came a cropper in the river but saved itself on a floating log and got to shore to finish fourth. In fifth place is the only mythical creature on the calendar, the dragon. A kinder creature 
than legend suggests, it didn’t hesitate to divert from the race to extinguish a fire which was endangering the lives of some nearby villagers. Once it got back on course, it saw the rabbit 
struggling and used its breath to blow it safely to shore. The rabbit never learned who came to its aid while the dragon was content to finish behind it. The horse wasn’t far behind the 
dragon and thought sixth place was in the bag. However, it hadn’t noticed that the snake was saving energy by wrapping itself around the horse’s leg to hitch a ride. With the finish line 
in sight, the snake uncoiled itself and frightened the horse enough to slither into sixth, leaving its carrier, the horse, to take seventh place. Next up were the sheep, monkey and rooster 
and this is a perfect example of teamwork. The three piloted a small raft which would see them across the river safely. Once on the other side it was a dash for the finish. The sheep was 
first, followed by the monkey and then the rooster (in some parts of the world, the sheep is known as a goat), so they took slots eight, nine and ten respectively. Now we’re just left with 
the dog and the pig. Dog owners won’t be surprised that the playful hound was more interested in splashing about in the river rather than crossing it. This enabled the first 10 creatures 
to overtake it. It eventually ran over the line in 11th place. Which leaves the pig. The pig got peckish during the race. After stopping for food, it became sleepy and dozed off. It did wake 
up after a while and managed to make it over the line in last place. The Emperor had almost given up on it but was happy to assign it the final space in the zodiac.  
 

So prevalent in Chinese culture (who doesn’t love a lucky waving cat?), why you may ask does the feline not feature in the zodiac? Well, that’s down to the rat.  
Although the pair were friends, the cat asked the rat to wake it up for the race as it had a habit of sleeping in. The rat was so excited, it forgot. By the time the cat  
woke up, it was far too late to enter. Hopefully, their friendship survived this most bitter of hiccups. 

Wednesday marked the beginning of Chinese Lunar New Year 2025, the Year of the Wood Snake— a time of transformation, wisdom, and personal growth.  
According to Chinese astrology, the Snake symbolizes intelligence, mystery, and renewal. It is said that in 2025, the Wood Snake will bring new opportunities for  
growth and change. The children will be participating in Chinese dance workshops next week with a wonderful company ‘Dance Dayz’ who have visited the school before. 
We are really looking forward to this and will of course take lots of pictures for you to see. 



 Emergency information regarding the school  

will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM  

and the school website  
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LADYBIRDS 
Ladybirds have been very busy learning how to multiply by 2s, 5s and 10s using arrays this week. We found this quite 
difficult at the beginning of the week but we have shown amazing perseverance to learn the method and we are now 
understanding the concept. In English we have used the book ‘Beegu’  by Alexis Deacon to focus on our skills of re-telling 
a story. In History we have continued to learn about the life and work of Florence Nightingale. We compared the working 
conditions and job roles of nurses then to our nurses now.  
 

Homework: Multiplication using arrays  

   

HOUSE TEAM POINTS 

25 6 16 

Well 
done 

I hope you all have a fabulous weekend.  
 

God Bless, Lenia Greenaway 

Lord our God,  

we thank you that we may be your children and may be led by your hand.  

Give us patience and faith, especially when our way on earth  

seems difficult and life is full of grief and hardship.  

You are light. You show us the right path. 

Amen. 

CHILD PROTECTION CONTACT CENTRE 

At St Peter’s we take the safety and well-being of every child very seriously.  

If you are ever concerned about a child please speak in confidence to our  
Designated Safeguarding Lead, Miss Greenaway or our Deputy Designated  
Safeguarding Leads, Mr Atterton and Mrs Vaquinhas, or telephone Surrey Child 
Services contact centre on: 
 
                                 

                            Tel: 0300 200 1006 

“Safeguarding is Everyone’s Business” 

Emergency information regarding the school  

will be announced on HEART RADIO 102.7FM  

and the school website  

CHURCH NEWS 

 

Our services this Sunday: 

8am       Holy Communion 
11am          All Age Worship 
6.30pm      Evening Prayer 
 

A digital version of the Parish Magazine has been created by voluntary members of Tandridge Village.  

>> St Peter’s Church & Tandridge Village Magazine 

DRAGONFLIES 
We have had an extremely busy week in Dragonflies. On Monday we began painting our clay models of Titanic—these are 
looking amazing and will go on display soon. We then continued the Titanic theme by researching some of the people on 
the boat. Our learning on Judaism was brought to life when we visited the synagogue in Weybridge on Tuesday and saw 
many of the artefacts we had been learning about for real. We saw the Torah scrolls; the Sedar plate; the Ark; a mezuzah; 
and a menorah and even got to try on a tallit and blow the Shofar horn. In English we are using the book ‘Mrs Armitage 
on Wheels’ by Quentin Blake to help us create instructional sentences using imperative verbs. In Maths we have been 
investigating the properties of shapes- counting the sides and vertices. We then moved on to look at right angles and 
measured these using ‘Angle Munchers’. We were so excited to receive a reply from Buckingham Palace this week. The 
King responded to the letters we had written when we looked at the ‘The King’s Pants’ earlier in the year.  

Homework: Shapes 

                            
Little month of February, 
You are small, but worthy—very! 
Will you grow up like the others, 
Like your sister months and brothers? 
Every four years with a bound 
 

 
 
With a leap up from the ground, 
Trying to grow tall as they— 
All you stretch is one small day! 
Even then you’re not so tall 
But just the shortest month of all. 
                                         by Annette Wynne 

LEAP YEAR  

BUSY BEES 
This week Busy Bees have been immersed in Chinese culture and have been 
learning all about Chinese New Year. We played Chinese restaurants in the role 
play area, made paper plate ‘snakes’ (for year of the snake) and made paper  
lanterns. We shared the story "The Great Race" by Dawn Casey and wrote which 
animal from the story was our favourite and why. In Maths we are developing 
confidence in using the part-whole model, learning to identify the whole and the 
parts in different orientations and understanding that the combined parts make 
the whole. The key vocabulary ‘altogether’ was introduced as a term to describe 
the combined parts. In RE we made loaves of bread related to the story "Jesus 
feeds the 5,000" and had a fantastic class discussion about generosity and  
kindness. 

Homework: Read a little every day of the week and record it in your reading diary. 
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NOTICE BOARD 

25% discount for St Peter’s children. 
Email for a discount code 

Children's Mental Health Week— 3-9 February 2025  
 
It’s aim is to raise awareness, offer support, and amplify the voices of children and young people. 
 
This year, children's mental health charity, Place2Be is exploring the theme ‘Know Yourself, Grow Yourself’ 
in partnership with Here4You, supported by The Walt Disney Company and the ‘Inside Out 2’ characters.  
It focuses on self-awareness and understanding our emotions to build resilience. We're inspiring children 
across the UK to explore their feelings for personal growth and to improve their wellbeing. 
 
You can download official free resources including tips for families around encouraging children and young  
people to express their emotions here >>  
 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk  

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/



